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THE LORD EVERYONE!!!

a courtesy Please Mute Your Devices !!!
֍֍ Announcements ֍֍
Reopening of the Church July 12, 2020 @ 11:30 am

You can have access to all of the Sunday School PowerPoints on our
church website: www.ztfpc.com (Click on the Christian Education Link)





Wisdom is the Principle Thing Therefore Get Wisdom, and with all Thy
Getting, Get Understanding!!

Remember!!!
The Proverbs are not promises but they are tools for life!!

You will always have two paths
Wisdom vs Folly
For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth
cometh knowledge and understanding.

Aim For Change

By the end of this lesson, students will
appreciate why they need to heed
the call of wisdom and not give in to
foolish temptation.

Keep In Mind
“

Forsake the foolish, and live and go
in the way of understanding”
(Proverbs 9:6)

Background


The book of Proverbs reveals two major themes wisdom and folly. Wisdom is knowledge,
understanding, discretion, obedience, and instruction based on God’s Word and
reverence of God. Folly is everything that contradicts wisdom.



The Old Testament provides God’s truth through the Law, which was given by the priest;
the wise men or sages gave the Word which was given by God and wise counsel.



Solomon is the sage that provided insight on the perplexities of life(Proverbs 1:1,6).



This lesson’s focus on chapter 9 concludes the entire collection of instructions an
admonitions contained in Proverbs 1-9. Here, the writer makes explicit something only
hinted at before: Lady Wisdom has an evil opponent in Lady Folly, and brings the two of
them to a side-by-side showdown. Both women host lavish banquets, but the outcomes
for the invitees are different.



This portrait of the two women, each eager to attract her guests, reaffirms the benefits
and gains to be won from paying attention to wisdom’s teaching. Together they show the
vital importance of the choices that have to be made and the ultimate consequences
that they carry.

The Two Women Of Proverbs

Devotional Reading
Psalms 119:97-104


97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.



98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for
they are ever with me.



99 I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my
meditation.



100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts.



101 I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.



102 I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me.



103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!



104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.

Words you Should Know
Hebrew

Kesilot

Silly, stupid, pursuing
folly

Simple

Hebrew

peti

Those who lack
judgment, maturity, and
experience, foolish.

Froward

Hebrew

Patal

Twisted

Wisdom

Hebrew

khokmah

Foolish

The knowledge and
determination to make
choices based on
principles of right living
according to God’s law.

Focal Scriptures
Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18


1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars:



2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.



3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city,



4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,



5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.



6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.



8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.



9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.



13 A foolish woman is clamorous: she is simple, and knoweth nothing.



14 For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a seat in the high places of the city,



15 To call passengers who go right on their ways:



16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: and as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,



17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.



18 But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell.

The Mediterranean Custom…..



Drinking Wine



Wine was a common, relatively cheap, and everyday drink in
both the Classical Greek and Roman cultures. It was drunk on its
own and with meals. The Greeks diluted their wine with water



(1 part wine to 3 parts water), although the Macedonians
scandalously drank theirs neat.



This dilution helped prevent excessive alcoholism, which was



(at least by the elite) considered a trait of ‘barbarian’ foreign
cultures and which was widely parodied in Greek comedy plays.

THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF WINE


Traditions soon changed, though, and in later years the Romans in particular were less restrained with their
drinking practices. Excessive wine consumption actually became such a problem that Emperor Domitius
Ulpinus believed wine would destroy the empire, and so he ordered half of the vineyards in the empire be
destroyed and raised the price of wine to inaccessible levels.



So how did these wines taste? They wouldn’t have curried any favour with Robert Parker, that’s for sure. Bitter,
salty and inhumanely vinegary, one passage in the Bible said it “bites like a snake and poisons like a viper” –
and bear in mind this is referring to already diluted wine.



Still, there was some variety in the wines on offer. At a very basic level was Lora (Vinum Operarium), which
was usually served to slaves and lower classes. This was made from grape skin husks, seeds and any other
product left over from the pressing process, which is still used today to distil the liquor Grappa. Then there was
Vinum Dulce, which did a good job of being an average ‘table wine’ equivalent: sweet, wholesome and
made from grapes pressed in the heat of the day.



At the other end of the spectrum were a whole host of more specific and less stomach-churning offerings.
Falernian, for example, was a highly-prized wine available to the upper classes with a bulldozing 16% alcohol
content. Alban was the preferred wine among the ancient elite, considered perfect if kept for 15 years (the
earliest incarnation of ageing technology), while Setinum was considered the best of the best, favoured by
Augustus. Alas, miscultivation and development on its natural habitat meant the grape nearly became
extinct, and it fell from favour.



Somewhat ironically, it was the Christian church that was responsible for the improvement in taste. Around
the sixth century priests, monks and nuns cultivated vineyards to make wine an everyday drink in places
where it hadn’t existed before, and increased production meant wine knowledge grew. It would be some
time before the world saw 100-point perfection, though!

ANCIENT HISTORY OF WINE CONT.


Most historians would agree that the foundations for the modern wine industry were laid in ancient times, but it’s
important to note that the wines of old were markedly different from the kinds we enjoy today – in fact, they bore
almost no resemblance at all.



In ancient Rome and Greece, people didn’t have a great deal of choice when it came to quenching their thirst,
with only a few kinds of fruit juice, warm goat’s milk or stagnant water on the menu. If they had the opportunity to
sweeten the otherwise foul-tasting water, they would, and so wine was used to purify and add flavour.



In fact, wine had to be cut with water. In such a warm climate grape juice would ferment all by itself unless it was
drunk straight after harvest, and without any decent preservation techniques it would quickly turn into a thick,
dark, syrupy and gloopy. Adding water was the only way to make it palatable.



Still, despite their relative ignorance when it came to preservation, these civilisations were very well aware of the
dangers of over-indulgence. Babylonian King Hammurabi issued laws that restricted the consumption and sale of
alcohol, while China’s Emperor Chung K’iang would execute drunks to show government disapproval.



And thus these communities faced a dilemma: wine provided a safer and more sanitary drinking option than bog
water or curdling milk, but excess consumption was also not without its dangers. As such, it seems that the ancients
dealt with the issue by mixing wine and water to prevent intoxication. Homer’s Odyssey mentions a ratio of 20 parts
water to one part wine, Pliny states a ratio of eight parts water to one part wine was the norm, and Athenaeus
writes in a play that three parts water to one part wine was customary. Regardless of the chemistry, drinking
undiluted wine was considered scandalous, and some Rabbis in Jewish society would refuse to bless wine that
hadn’t been mixed with water.

Definition


Clamorous: The appearance of clamorous women is
noisy, vociferous, loud and rowdy. ... Clamorous women
are said to be raucous. Thesaurus defined raucous as
wild, loud, boisterous, harsh, disorderly, rough, unruly,
hoarse, riotous, rowdy, and noisy.



Clamorous: hamah (Hebrew) #1993 To make a loud
sound, to be in great commotion or tumult, to rage war,
cry aloud, moan, to be disquieted, loud, roar, troubled,
moved, to be in an uproar

Let’s take a CLoser Look
At Lady Folly!!!
This Spirit is still in the land

Lady Wisdom = The Virtuous Woman
Proverbs 31


1 The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him.



2 What, my son? and what, the son of my womb? and what, the son of my vows?



3 Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings.



4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong
drink:



5 Lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted.



6 Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of
heavy hearts.



7 Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more.



8 Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of all such as are appointed to
destruction.



9 Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy.



10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.



11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of
spoil.



12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.



13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.



14 She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar.



15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion
to her maidens.

16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she
planteth a vineyard.
17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms.
18 She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out
by night.
19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff.
20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her
hands to the needy.
21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are
clothed with scarlet.
22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple.
23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of
the land.
24 She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the
merchant.
25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to
come.
26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of
kindness.
27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread
of idleness.
28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her.
29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.
30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the
Lord, she shall be praised.
31 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the
gates.

QUESTION

Wisdom

Leads to life and prosperity.
Why do you think her way is usually
unpopular?

In Depth
1.Wisdom’s Invitation to the Banquet ( Proverbs 9:1-6)


Wisdom and foolishness are personified as rival young women who give out invitations for
banquests at their houses. Lady Wisdom builds a house. It is supported by the seven stone
pillars. The number seven in the Bible often represents completes and perfection. Wisdom’s
house is also elegant and spacious.



Wisdom has prepared a feast with “slaughtered animals and mixed wine.” as well as set
her table for the guests (v.2). The wine was mixed with water to decrease the likelihood of
drunkedness (and to make the wine last longer). After this, she sends out her maidens to
bid “the simple” refers to those who lack judgement, maturity, and experience. They are
subject to seduction by the foolish woman. When we do not know right from wrong, we
can be easily fooled. So it is important to accept the invitation of wisdom to come to the
feast she prepares which leads to maturity, insight, and life. (vv. 5-6).



Wisdom had done her work, and now she cries out from the place in the city; it is the
people’s response that makes the party possible. She is calling for the simple who lack
understanding, She is looking for those who are hungry for wisdom ( those who know their
hunger and are humble enough to seek wisdom). She is calling out for them so she can
feed them. Her food and wine will give them wisdom. It is for their good that she invites
them- but again, this invitation benefits those who know their need and are willing to do
whatever it takes to meet it.

Lady Wisdom vs Madam Folly


She is a worker She is given unto hospitality, She is building her home ( very particular)



She has 7 pillars ( pillars represent permanency, strength, and foundation. 7 represents completeness.



She took time to carve out the pillars with intricate details. She has servants.



Pillars create an open hall. Her house is large and spacious



She has prepared an extravagant meal /a banquet ( no one will walk away empty) There is food and wine. ( wine is
a symbol of abundance)



She is calling out to the simple and naïve, those who don’t have her ( everyone has the capabilities to learn.



A house is your home ( she wants others to come and feel welcome)



No matter what happened with people before coming to her house; it is possible for them to make a new and better
choice.



She emphasizes that there are two groups of people that she speaks about here, they are the Scoffers and the Wise.
There comes a time when you will have to receive constructive criticism and a time when you will have to give it.
However there is no time to waste on those who will not receive it. She knows the importance of time. She exhorts
not to waste it on those who will scoff and mock. You can not waste your time on those who do not want to be help.
They will not receive correction, they don’t want to change. The wise will appreciate a friend who will tell them the
truth, (Proverbs 27:6)



She is asking for her guest leave foolishness and live. The thing about foolishness is that it often looks attractive, it
looks like it is going to be a lot of fun. But it is not the way to go. It is living as if God does not exist,



Lady Folly imitates Lady Wisdom. She is a home owner as well. She sits in her door way and invites the simple and
naïve as well. She encourages the passerbyers to come and experience things that are forbidden to them. Be
careful to discern the spirit of a thing, it looks tempting and fun in her house . She has been successful in deceiving
many people and we know because she has dead bodies inside her house. If you enter in you may not every come
out. She has stolen waters and bread ( her meal lacks substance). She is ignorant and loud. She loves all attention
to be on her. She entices. She does not work, she is a thief. She awaits her prey, she cause out to the men.



One thing is for sure: Everybody will accept one of these invitations

.

Question

How

will you stay hungry for
wisdom and humbly seek it out
even when you look
successful.?

In Depth
2. The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom (vv.8-10)


Wisdom reflects on the behavior of a scoffer versus the wise. A scoffer is very arrogant
and self-centered. They do not like for anyone to criticize them, so they only respond
with hate towards others (v.8). However, a wise person will appreciate the reprimand
given and love the giver. The wise enjoy instruction because they want to become
wiser and learn more (v.9)



Of course, wisdom begins with “fear of the LORD” and “knowledge of the Holy One is
insight.” This is where life begins- the fear of the Lord. Back then and even today,
wisdom begins when we choose to live our lives with an awareness that God sees
how we treat one another and the earth that He gave us to steward.



Wisdom happens when we realize that the way we deal with life, in general, reveals
whether we revere God or not. And, of course, reverence is worship that enables us to
hear wise sayings of the spirit. Submission to God is the first step toward a wise life.

Question
How

do you react to someone who
gets angry when you try to give
them constructive criticism?

In Depth
3. Folly’s Invitation to the Banquet (vv. 13-18)


The foolish woman’s invitation to her banquet is direct contrast to the wise woman’s
invitation. The woman’s “loudness” is symbolic of an adulterous person (cf. Proverbs 7:11).
She lacks good judgement and is ignorant. The foolish woman does not even try to hide
what her intentions are. She “[sits] at the door of her house” to call people in who are
passing by.



She intends to grab the attention of those who are gullible and convince them to come to
her banquet. Lady Folly does not even work. Instead, she steals whatever she gives to her
guests. In contrast to the wise woman’s feast, the foolish woman offers “stolen waters” and
“ bread eaten in secret”. There are references to illicit sex ( see Proverbs (5:15). She claims
that “ stolen waters are sweet” and that “ bread eaten in secret is pleasant”, and entices
young men to her secret rendezvous. However, after momentary joys, she lets them realize
that there is no life where they are. The people who come to her banquet do not realize
enjoying her feast will lead to them to the place of the dead (v.18).



It is very important to stop and think about the consequences of sin before yielding to
temptation. We often make our decisions based on what looks great to us today, even
though it may lead us to destruction. That us what folly does: It wants to deceive us to do
what feels good today at the expense of what will be helpful in the future

Question
How

do you think you would recognize if
folly tried to entice you into doing
something that may lead you down the
path to destruction?

The Ways of Folly
Galatians 5:16-21 KJV vs NLT


This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye
would.



18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.



19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,



20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,



21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in
time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God



NLT( New Living Translation)



16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves.



17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires
that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you
are not free to carry out your good intentions.



18 But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of Moses.



19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful
pleasures,



20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division,



21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone
living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God.

The Adulteress Woman

Another Important Word Meaning

Scornful:

manifesting,
feeling, or expressing deep
hatred or disapproval :
feeling or showing
contempt

Psalm 1


Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.



2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day
and night.



3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper.



4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth
away.



5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous.



6 For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly
shall perish.



Madam Folly=The Adulteress
Woman
Proverbs
7
7 My son, keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee.



2 Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.



3 Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.



4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman:



5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her
words.



6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement,



7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of
understanding,



8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house,



9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night:



10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.



11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house:



12 Now is she without, now in the streets, and lieth in wait at every corner.)



13 So she caught him, and kissed him, and with an impudent face said unto him,

Proverbs 7 Continued


4 I have peace offerings with me; this day have I payed my vows.



15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.



16 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.



17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.



18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us solace ourselves with loves.



19 For the goodman is not at home, he is gone a long journey:



20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and will come homeat the day appointed.



21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him.



22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the
stocks;



23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life.



24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth.



25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths.



26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her.



27 Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.

The Wise

Naomi and Ruth

Queen Esther

Abigail

Matthew 25:1-13


















Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and
went forth to meet the bridegroom.
2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, th6 And at midnight there was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye
rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage: and the door was shut.
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

Ten Virgins
5 were Wise and 5 were Foolish

The Seven Pillars of Wisdom

Isaiah 33:6

 And

wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability
of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of
the LORD is his treasure.

The People, Places, and Times
 Lady

Folly. In opposition to Lady Wisdom. Lady
Folly also calls for followers throughout the city,
but she is heavily associated with adultery, her
loudness, and her offerings of stolen water and
bread.
 Lady Folly promises all manner of earthly
pleasures, but these are all fleeting. Associating
with her leads to death, just as surely as
associating with Lady Wisdom brings life.

Question

Why

should we take into consideration
the godly counsel of older adults?

LESSON IN SOCIETY


In todays society, it seems as though there are more foolish people than wise.
Just listen to the news, and we can identify people who are not making good
choices. Moreover, they frequently commit hateful acts toward others. Why do
people behave this way?



The fear and knowledge of the Lord guide us down the path of wise living. We
must seek after godly wisdom that will bring life-giving results. As we grow in
wisdom, share with others what you have learned.



We lose much as a society by not passing down the wisdom we have learned
and by not taking the time to value our elders enough to listen to their wisdom.
If you are tempted and make the wrong choice, repent and learn from it. But
do not go back to living foolishly because that life will only lead to destruction.



Wisdom is calling; will you answer?

Make it Happen
Whether

you have the wisdom to share with
others of are in need of wisdom yourself, a
meal is a perfect setting to engage others in
the wise discussion.
Prepare

a meal and invite those whose
wisdom you desire or those who you think need
to hear your words.

Matthew 7:24-27
A wise man and a foolish Man


24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a
rock:



25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded
upon a rock.



26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house
upon the sand:



27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall
of it.

