The Value of Wisdom
Bible Background ♥ Genesis 39; Proverbs 2
Printed Text ♥ Proverbs 2:1-11
Devotional Reading ♥ Proverbs 2:12-22

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 14, 2020
BY: KELLY N. NEAL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

Opening of the Lesson
Praise the Lord Everyone!!!!
Open with Prayer
Everyone Please Mute Your Devices !!!
Welcome everyone to the Zion Temple First Pentecostal Church
Virtual Sunday School via Zoom
You can have access to all of the Sunday School Powerpoints on
Our church website: www.ztfpc.com
Sunday School Materials are in! Make arrangements with the church office to pick
them up. 513-861-2812
Wisdom is the Principle Thing Therefore Get Wisdom, and with all Thy Getting, Get
Understanding!!

QOD: Question Of The Day???

What

is a valuable piece of
wisdom you have received
from your elders?

Who Is Talking In This Text? Who are they talking to?


King Solomon is talking to his son!!



He describes wisdom as a treasure!!



We should look for it as such!!



When we seek God for wisdom it is important that we listen!!



It is important that we are open in our heart (mind)!



We should be diligent about seeking after God ( Establishing our own relationship with him)



We need to ask God for Wisdom!!



If we do these things then He ( God) will show us the good path.

The Tone of the Text


Solomon’s tone is loving and not condemning. It is conditional based on the instruction that he is giving his son.



Solomon is encouraging his son to live skillfully, and to understand that wisdom happens in stages not ages!! ( meaning that it is
acquired because of chronological age)



Solomon is taking his time and pouring into the next generation.



He is explaining to his son that wisdom requires action, but action will only occur if his son finds value in what his father is telling
him and if he takes possession of it.



Solomon tells him that he has to actively hear, follow his lead, allow it to get into his spirit and let it take root.



There is value if his son receives what he is telling him. He exhorts to him to hide his commandments in his heart. Hold on to
wisdom ( to hide means to conceal it in a secret place ( we put things out of sight that we don’t want removed)



Make obtaining wisdom a priority and be intentional to apply what you know. We should be all in!!



We should be passionate and desperate to seek after godly wisdom. ( we should cry out for it, pursue after it, lift up our voice
for it, seek and search for it)



We should seek after it as if someone told us that we have a hidden treasure hidden in our front yard ( to what length would we
go to get to it?)

We should ALWAYS remember that GOD is the
source of ALL wisdom!!


JAMES 1:5 God gives wisdom generously. He is a rich well!!



When we seek God for wisdom He gives us blessings ( He protects us, He is our
shield and buckler, )



What’s in it for us?



We should always remember that it will not always be easy.



To have knowledge we should have discretion!



We need to be open to the maturing process and you will know when we are
mature because then it teaches us when and how to move.



Key learning principle: A treasure is accessible to us. It is a gift from God!!



Applying wisdom begins when we value it above all other things!!!

Take a scripture Read it to the class!!


Work for the Good of all



Galatians 6:1-10



Live together in Harmony



Romans 15:1-6



Wisdom is walking together



2 John 4-11

Joseph resists Temptation

Genesis 39:6-18
Wisdom Saves from Temptation
Proverbs 2:12-19
Walk on Just and Good paths
Proverbs 2:20-22, 4:24-27

Following Godly Wisdom

Focal Scriptures

Our Sunday School Teachers Share wisdom that
their Parents told them growing up!!


A penny earned is a penny saved!



If you don’t work…. You don’t eat!



If you make your bed hard……. You will turn over more often!



Everything that glitters……Ain’t Gold



If you lay day with dogs…… You will wake up with fleas



You draw more bee’s with honey!



A hard head………. Makes a soft bottom!



What goes around……..comes back around!



Don’t write a check that your behind can’t cash!



Don’t bite the hand that feeds you!



Don’t burn a bridge today that you might have to cross tomorrow.

Devotional Scripture:
Proverbs 2:12-22


12 To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man that speaketh froward things;



13 Who leave the paths of uprightness, to walk in the ways of darkness;



14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the frowardness of the wicked;



15 Whose ways are crooked, and they froward in their paths:



16 To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which flattereth with her words;



17 Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of her God.



18 For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead.



19 None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of life.



20 That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of the righteous.



21 For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it.



22 But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.

Keep in Mind
“

For the LORD giveth wisdom:
out of his mouth cometh
knowledge and understanding.”
(Proverbs 2:6 KJV)

Aim for Change



By the end of this lesson, we will: Understand the search
for wisdom that comes from God is most important,
Yearn for the wisdom that comes from God, and center
our hearts, wills and thoughts in the wisdom that comes
from God.

SUPPLEMENTAL HELPS

What does B.C. stand for ?

It means:
BEFORE CHRIST

What does A.D. stand for?
It means:
Anno Domini is Latin for “
in the year of the LORD”
referring to the birth of
Jesus Christ.

What does B.C.E stand for?
It means:
Before Common Era

What does C.E. Stand for?
It means :
Common Era

Characters of the Text

Agur

Lemuel

Characters of the Text

King Solomon

Joseph and His Father

The Church

Words you should know
 Buckler

(v.7) magen ( Heb.)- A small shield
 Preserve (v.11) shamar (Heb.)- To watch or guard.
 Discretion

(v.11)mezimmah (Heb.)-wicked device,
mischievous

 Understanding

(v.2)tabun (Heb.)-skillfulness, reasons
 Wisdom (v.6) chokmah (Heb.)-wisely, skillful man

Background


Proverbs was written in the tenth century BC and included in the Wisdom Literature or writings
section of the Old Testament. Solomon wrote most of the proverbs in the book. A few were also
written by Agur and Lemuel, who are otherwise unknown. However, parts of the book of
Proverbs also seek to have been borrowed from Egypt (e.g., from the Instruction of
Amenemopet). Much of Proverbs’ content is deeply spiritual, though not all. Overall, the book
declares that wisdom is the task of mastering the art of living and is better than folly.



A proverb is a short teaching governing conduct and life, often similar to a parable. The reason
is that many proverbs are condensed parables. Proverbs are spiritual instructions to insure a
godly, happy life here, and reward in the life to come. Because proverbs were not generally
written, memorization was an effective way of teaching and learning. The short, concise
phrases that comprise Proverbs lend themselves to the best method to reveal and remember a
divine truth so that they are easy to pass on to the next generation.



The theme of the book, “ the fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise
wisdom and instruction” (1:7), immediately challenges the reader to evaluate which category
they fall into. The writer then pleads with the reader, called “my son”, to head the coming
instruction (1:8). This plea occurs throughout the book as though the writer knows his readers will
need to be reminded repeatedly to listen and obey. The rest of the chapter and the next set
the stage for the remainder of the book with the call of wisdom (chapter 2)

The People, Places, and Times


The Book of Proverbs. Known as a book of wisdom, Proverbs is like a father sitting down with a
young son to pass on valuable lessons learned after a lifetime of trials and errors. It is a
collection of wise sayings primarily written by King Solomon referred to as having wisdom that
“excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt (I
Kings 4:30). Other contributors are Agur (chapter 30) and Lemuel (31:1-9).



Although somewhat sporadic in its arrangements of topics the clear purpose and theme of
Proverbs are provided in the first seven verses: to provide teaching on wisdom, and prepare its
readers for living godly lives in the fear of the Lord. Life is unpredictable, and at any given
moment one may need advice about anything from family life to business decisions. Proverbs
provides wisdom for these and more, particularly as it pertains to one’s relationship with God
and others.

Who was Amenemope? Why is he
mentioned in our studies?


Amenemope (fl. c. 1100 BCE) the son of Kanakht is the ostensible author of the Instruction of Amenemope, an
Egyptian wisdom text written in the Ramesside Period. He is portrayed as a scribe and sage who lived in Egypt
during the 20th Dynasty of the New Kingdom and resided in Akhmim (ancient Egyptian Ipu, Greek Panopolis),
the capital of the ninth nome of Upper Egypt. His discourses are presented in the traditional form of instructions
from father to son on how to live a good and moral life, but (unlike most such texts) they are explicitly organized
into 30 numbered chapters.[citation needed]



Although once thought to be unique, the Instruction is now seen to share common themes with the wisdom
literature of other ancient Near Eastern cultures including Babylonia and Israel, most notably the biblical books of
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Sirach, for which a Hebrew translation of the Instruction served as a source. Within the
Book of Proverbs, verses Proverbs 22:17-23:11 closely parallel Amenemope's Instruction.[1] The date of 1100 BCE
places the authorship of the Instruction earlier than any part of the Bible, and egyptologists such as James Henry
Breasted credit Amenemope with having a profound influence on Western ethical and religious development
due to his Instruction being read by the Hebrews and portions of it being included, sometimes verbatim, in
various books of the Bible. "It is likewise obvious that in numerous other places in the Old Testament, not only in
the Book of Proverbs, but also in the Hebrew law, in Job, ... in Samuel and Jeremiah, Amenemope's wisdom is the
source of ideas, figures, moral standards, and especially of a certain warm and humane spirit of kindness."[2]
(Amenemope, in turn, was drawing on a much older text, The Maxims of Ptahhotep.)[3]

Who was Kanakht ( The Father of
Amenomepet)?


Akhraten (also transliterated Akhratan) was a King of Kush (ca.
350 BCE-335 BCE). Akhraten took on at least some titles based
on those used by the Egyptian Pharaohs. Akhratan may have
been a son of Harsiotef and a brother of Nastasen.



Born: BCE



Died: ca. 335 BCE



Reign: (ca. 350–335 BCE)



Father: Harsiotef?

AMENOMEPET CONTINUED
He is portrayed as a scribe and sage who lived in
Egypt during the 20th Dynasty of the New Kingdom
and resided in Akhmim (ancient Egyptian Ipu, Greek
Panopolis), the capital of the ninth nome of Upper
Egypt.

Ancient Egyptian Education
Why was education important in ancient Egypt?
Girls of nobles and royals could read and write as well, even though this freedom was not
available to the girls from lower classes. The purpose of ancient Egyptian education, other than
forming educated individuals, was to maintain the structure of society as it was envisaged by
the ruling class of the time.
Formal education in ancient Egypt was mostly reserved for the boys of wealthier families.
Although there is some evidence that occasionally, girls did go to school and even became
doctors. Boys usually started school at the age of 7 and they were taught to read and write as
well as mathematics.

Facts about Egyptian Education


A recent discovery in Egypt showed classrooms that were set up very
similar to today’s and there were inscriptions on the walls about the rules
for behaving properly in class. School started for boys when they were 7 years old Girls stayed
at home to help around the home

Sometomes girls did go to school, but many were homeschooled
Girls from lower-class backgrounds had very little education

Some lower-class and middle-class boy left school at 14 to
work as apprentices to their father
Girls stayed at home to help with baking, cooking and running
the home

Ancient Egyptian Education
What did they learn?
Most of the education for both boys and girls came from their mothers and fathers.
For boys, they learned the family trade.
For girls, they learned the household responsibilities including cooking, sewing and in some cases,
even taking care of the family business.
If a boy was instructed in the art of building or sculpture, his father would hope that his talent was
exceptional enough for him to be accepted as part of the tomb-builders.
If a boy failed to learn his trade well, he would be sent out of the village and would have to set up his
life in another town.

Ancient Egyptian Education Cont.
Wisdom Texts in Ancient Egypt
If a boy attended a formal school they began at the lower grades, what we might consider
kindergarten.
They would learn a number of lessons and these might include Egyptian literature.

These were called ‘wisdom texts’ and included many of the lessons on the way to get a good
position in life.
The ultimate goal of the Egyptian student was to be good enough to be accepted in one of the
high positions such as the royal palace, the temples or army, a government job, tax assessor or
even medicine with the priests.

More of Ancient Egyptian Education


EgyptianSchools1



From the pictures and images, it seems that classrooms had tables for the children to use to
write on and lessons were taught by teachers.



Some schools were designed for specific talents, such as ‘Scribes’.



These were the people that would have the job of writing all of the history, letters and all
communications.



Scribe students would spend hours writing and re-writing the hundreds of symbols that made
up the Egyptian words.



There is evidence that the kids didn’t always like doing the work and when they skipped
school, they were punished.

Ancient Israel Education


The Near East is a term used for Middle East by archaeologists, geographers and historians.



Education in ancient Israel



Despite the theocratic nature of the government and the details of the religious system, the
educational system in Ancient Israel was highly decentralized. The school was the home and
the teachers were the parents. ... In Israel, this never happens because of the focus on
serving God.



Once a child completed their studies they would learn a trade and begin working. Higher
education was not focused on secular matters and was often reserved for the priestly class to
learn skills related to their office. Example include law, sacred writings weights and measures,
and astronomy to determine when the various feast days would be.



Another form of additional education was the Schools of the Prophets. Apparently, these
were independent institutions that provided training in the scriptures, medicine, and law. At
least one author claims that the Schools of the Prophets were established because Hebrew
parents were neglecting the education of their children. In other words, when the parents
began to neglect the education of their children is when the nation begin to decline as well.

Instruction of Amenemope ( An
Egyptian
Instruction of Amenemope
Hieratic ostracon with the beginning of "The Wisdom of Amenemope", dated to 525–404 BC.
Instruction of Amenemope (also called Instructions of Amenemopet, Wisdom of Amenemopet) is a literary
work composed in Ancient Egypt, most likely during the Ramesside Period (ca. 1300–1075 BCE); it
contains thirty chapters of advice for successful living, ostensibly written by the scribe Amenemope son of
Kanakht as a legacy for his son.[1] A characteristic product of the New Kingdom “Age of Personal
Piety”,[2][3] the work reflects on the inner qualities, attitudes, and behaviors required for a happy life in the
face of increasingly difficult social and economic circumstances.[4] It is widely regarded as one of the
masterpieces of ancient near-eastern wisdom literature and has been of particular interest to modern
scholars because of its relationship to the biblical Book of Proverbs.[1][5]

Comparison Between The Two Literary Text
Proverbs vs Amenompet


A number of passages in the Instruction of Amenemope have been compared with the Book of
Proverbs, including:



(Proverbs 22:17–18):"Incline thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, And apply thine heart to my doctrine;
For it is pleasant if thou keep them in thy belly, that they may be established together upon thy lips"



(Amenemope, ch. 1):"Give thine ear, and hear what I say, And apply thine heart to apprehend; It is good for
thee to place them in thine heart, let them rest in the casket of thy belly; That they may act as a peg upon thy
tongue"[50]



(Proverbs 22:22):"Rob not the poor, for he is poor, neither oppress (or crush) the lowly in the gate."



(Amenemope, ch. 2):"Beware of robbing the poor, and oppressing the afflicted."[50]



(Proverbs 22:24–25): "Do not befriend the man of anger, Nor go with a wrathful man, Lest thou learn his
ways and take a snare for thy soul."



(Amenemope, ch. 10): "Associate not with a passionate man, Nor approach him for conversation; Leap not to
cleave to such an one; That terror carry thee not away."[50]



(Proverbs 22:29):"[if you] You see a man quick in his work, before kings will he stand, before cravens, he will
not stand."

Text comparison continued


(Proverbs 23:1):"When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, Consider diligently what is before thee; And put a knife to thy throat, If
thou be a man given to appetite. Be not desirous of his dainties, for they are breads of falsehood."



(Amenemope, ch. 23): "Eat not bread in the presence of a ruler, And lunge not forward(?) with thy mouth before a
governor(?). When thou art replenished with that to which thou has no right, It is only a delight to thy spittle. Look upon the
dish that is before thee, And let that (alone) supply thy need."[50] (see above)



(Proverbs 23:4–5):"Toil not to become rich, And cease from dishonest gain; For wealth maketh to itself wings, Like an eagle
that flieth heavenwards"



(Amenemope, ch. 7):"Toil not after riches; If stolen goods are brought to thee, they remain not over night with thee. They
have made themselves wings like geese. And have flown into the heavens."[50]



(Proverbs 23:9):"Speak not in the hearing of a fool, for he will despise the wisdom of thy words"



(Amenemope, ch. 21):"Empty not thine inmost soul to everyone, nor spoil (thereby) thine influence"[50]



(Proverbs 23:10): "Remove not the widows landmark; And enter not into the field of the fatherless."



(Amenemope, ch. 6): "Remove not the landmark from the bounds of the field...and violate not the widows boundary"[50]



(Proverbs 23:12):"Apply thine heart unto instruction and thine ears to the words of knowledge"



(Amenemope, ch. 1):"Give thine ears, hear the words that are said, give thine heart to interpret them."[50]

A quest for wisdom????

Where

are some ways to pursue
godly wisdom?

Focal Verses
Proverbs 2:1-11


My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;



2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;



3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;



4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;



5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.



6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.



7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.



8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints.



9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.



10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;



11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee

The First 5 Focal Verses
1My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to
understanding;
3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;
4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;
5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of
God.

In Depth
1. The Pursuit of Wisdom Proverbs 2:1-5


The first five verses can be viewed as a series of conditions – a list of actions that, if obeyed, will
lead to a reward. Within these five short verses are eight verbs used to urge the listener to take
action listen, treasure, tune your ear, concentrate, cry out, ask, search, and seek.



Such active language indicates that the pursuit of wisdom is not to be passive but passionate.
Wisdom is not attained from desire alone, but because one listens intently and purposefully to the
wisdom of others.



One who desires to be wise ask for insight, crying out with a sense of urgency, understanding the
wisdom’s value is like that of silver, popular as currency in ancient Israel (Genesis 37:28, Matthew
26:15). Wisdom is a treasure, readily recognizable, but not easily pr abundantly accessible to all.



Gaining wisdom is not a simple or static task, but requires consistent effort in order to be
uncovered. The reward for pursuing it is that it leads to one knowing God and understanding
what it means to revere Him.

Verses 6-8



6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth
cometh knowledge and understanding.



7 He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous:
he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.



8 He keepeth the paths of judgment, and
preserveth the way of his saints.

2. The Provider of Wisdom (vv.6-8)


Proverbs 1:7 says that “the fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge”. Although wisdom is to be actively sought, it must be
understood that God is the one who gives godly wisdom. Mere human
effort alone will not produce the wisdom needed to live a godly life
and prevent unnecessary failures and pitfalls.



Interestingly, God’s involvement in providing wisdom is active as well.
He grants abiding success or victory, common sense, wisdom,
knowledge and understanding, but also He shields, guards and
protects those who follow the path that wisdom laid out that leads to
Him.

Verses 9-11

9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and
equity; yea, every good path.

10 When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is
pleasant unto thy soul;
11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee

3. The Purpose of Wisdom


One our purpose of attaining wisdom is to provide discernment. The close one grows to
the Lord- honoring, expecting, and knowing Him-the more wisdom one gains. Wisdom
allows a person to understand what is right, just, fair, and act accordingly.



Knowing what is right, but not doing it is simply knowledge. In verse 10, wisdom entering
one’s heart means it is internalized and familiar. Wisdom should become apart of a
person’s nature- giving insight that is practical and executable. As a result , there is a
sense of joy from wisdom and the safety that it provides from heeding it, but also
because it is birthed out of a relationship with the Lord, the source of joy.



Putting it simply, fearing the Lord leads to wisdom and understanding, which leads to
growing more in one’s relationship with the Lord, which in turn results in more wisdom. The
cycle continues, and in the midst of it all, joy is found.

A point to ponder????
Why

is it sometimes difficult to move from
simply knowing what is wise to actually
doing what is wise?

Lessons in Our Society
There is a saying that “Common sense isn’t common”. It accurately applies to wisdom as well. As seen
above, there are many who mistakenly believe themselves to be “wise in their own eyes”.
While it is true that people can make good choices on their own, only respect and reverence for the Lord
leads to a life characterized by godly wisdom.
Unfortunately, our society is marked by people, both inside the church and out, making what they believe
are “wise” choices but are rooted in self-preservation and selfish ambition, the antithesis of godliness.
Any decisions from how to care for the homeless in our own communities to immigrants from other
countries- can be made to seem “wise” from a human perspective. However, this passage make it
abundantly clear that godly wisdom leads a person to not only understand what is right , just and fair but
to do it. In doing so, preservation of the just becomes the responsibility of the LORD, who is far more
capable than any human.

Make it Happen


This week seek out a more seasoned Christian (saint) and spend time in conversation with them.
Prepare a few questions to ask about their faith and the lessons they have learned in their walk with
the Lord, for example. “if there is one overall lesson that you could pass on to another what would it
be?



James 1:5 tells us, “if any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him”. What situations are currently facing that requires
wisdom from God?



Have you asked Him? If you have not why? Identify those area, seek God , and pray for clarity. As
you consider options, remember to ask yourself if the course of action would be right, just, and fair,
especially of it impacts others.



Then, James 1:6 continues, “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.” Now confront the temptation to trust in other
things as you wait for clarity- money, education, friends, family, yourself.

Hmmmmm?????
What

often causes you to
“waver” when seeking wisdom
from God?

How

is your loyalty divided?

Are you wavering?

