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Welcome

Praise the Lord Everyone!!!! 

Open with Prayer

Welcome to Zion Temple First Pentecostal Church 

Virtual Sunday School

via Zoom.



Devotional Song

•Softly and Tenderly

•Jesus Is Calling



Aim For Change

• By the end the lesson we will: Recognize the value of  godly 
wisdom and direction, Value godly wisdom in our choices, 
and Apply the standards of  wisdom to a specific choice 
that needs to be made.

• We will understand some of  the differences between 
worldly knowledge and godly wisdom. We will learn the 
wisdom of  drawing the Holy Spirit into tough daily 
decisions and choices we struggle with in every day life



Keep In Mind

• “The fear of  the LORD is the beginning of  

knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and 

instruction” ( Proverbs 1:7, KJV)



Background

• The purpose of  the book of  Proverbs is summed up in chapter 1:2. “ To know wisdom and instruction; to 
perceive the words of  understanding.” In other words, the purpose of  Proverbs is to teach the readers 
wisdom so that they will allow wisdom to govern their lives. Applying wisdom to one’s life means 
approaching all of  life’s situations and challenges from God’s point of  view, thinking and living according to 
His will and truth. That is why “the fear of  the LORD is the beginning of  knowledge”(v.7). Therefore, 
possessing wisdom is related to one’s relationship with God. Reverence and awe toward God is the essential 
prelude to all wisdom and successful living. Wisdom is one of  God’s divine attributes. God in His grace must 
reveal it if  we are to truly grasp it. Wisdom takes insights gained from our knowledge of  God’s truth and 
applies them to our daily lives.

• If  we have wisdom, it will lead to godly living . God wants us to be fair, just, and righteous. The foolish do 
not act in accordance with God’s word and reject all instruction. They are self-reliant and prideful. Their only 
hope is to answer wisdom’s call to listen and obey, which will result in safety and peace. The alternative is to 
be destroyed by acting wayward and self-righteous (1:32-33). The results of  seeking wisdom present a clear 
contrast with living a life of  foolishness



Background continued

• The book of  Proverbs, which is classified among the Wisdom Books of  the Old 
Testament, is a collection of  proverbial sayings. It is actually a collection of  
collections of  proverbs composed by different authors over a period of  time and 
finally collected into a single book. Solomon wrote many of  the proverbs, but he 
also collected 3,000 proverbs (I Kings 4:29-34).

• Some proverbs in this book were written by Agur and Lemmuel, who are otherwise 
unknown. Many scholars agree that the book is an anthology comprised of  seven 
discrete units (1-9,10:1-22:16; 22:17-24:22; 24:23-24:34; 25-29;30; 31). Chapters 1 
through 9, from which our first unit is taken, are considered wisdom for young 
people. But all people can learn from the wisdom shared.



What is a Proverb?

• The word Proverb is derived from the Latin word: Proverium which means a comparison.

• Proverbs are a short sentence based on a long experience. They are sound bites that guide us through our lives.

• Proverbs were intended to be thought provoking and to give instruction/ an instruction manual to navigate certain aspects of  life

• Proverbs are general statements but they are not promises.

• noun. The definition of  a proverb is a short saying that is widely used to express an obvious truth. An example of  a proverb is 

"Practice makes perfect."

• A book/collection of  Wisdom/ A collection of  wise sayings/There are 31 Proverbs in the Bible

• To perceive- To have discernment/ to have the ability to tell what is true/ what is right what is wrong

• To receive- Everybody needs someone who they can hear from ( if  you are always the expert you are in danger) godly people

• Not everything we learn is in a classroom sometimes you will gain lifes lessons as you go

• ( Some Lessons are Taught ( Those  Lessons that we are instruction, Some Lessons are Caught  (Those we learned along the way)

and Some Lessons are Bought ( Those we had to learn the hard way)



We don’t gain wisdom simply by just being 

around it!!!
• We have to be open to receive it!!

• Giving wisdom to the simple (v.4) who are the simple?  

• they are naïve, 

• they are not able to make good judgment,

• they're an open door,

• they don’t have the right filter, 

• they don’t ask enough questions,

• they make a lot of  mistakes, and they are taken advantage of  because their minds are 
not connected to what is meaningful.



????QOD: Question of  the Day????

• What are your sources of  Wisdom?

• It has been said that having wisdom is knowing that you are 
not wise at all!!!

• Does this mean that we can not become wise? No it means:

• We all should keep ourselves in spaces of  continued 
learning and continued growing!! 



The Call Of  Wisdom



Devotional Scripture

Psalms 34:11-18

• 11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of  the Lord.

• 12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good?

• 13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.

• 14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.

• 15 The eyes of  the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.

• 16 The face of  the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off  the remembrance of  them from the 

earth.

• 17 The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of  all their troubles.

• 18 The Lord is nigh unto them that are of  a broken heart; and saveth such as be of  a contrite spirit.



Who was King Solomon?

King Solomon Solomon’s Palace



Vast Scope of  Solomons Wisdom
I Kings 4:29-34

• 29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of  heart, even as the sand 

that is on the sea shore.

• 30 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of  all the children of  the east country, and all the wisdom of  

Egypt.

• 31 For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of  

Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about.

• 32 And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five.

• 33 And he spake of  trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of  the 

wall: he spake also of  beasts, and of  fowl, and of  creeping things, and of  fishes.

• 34 And there came of  all people to hear the wisdom of  Solomon, from all kings of  the earth, which had heard of  

his wisdom.



King Solomon

Solomon’s City The original City of  David



Facts about King Solomon



More Facts about King Solomon

In Brief Cont.



King Solomon Continued

Visionary/Builder of  cities Solomon’Temple



More facts about King Solomon

His Downfall His Death



Kings Solomon’s Consequences

Division In Summary



Focal Verses Proverbs 1:1-4,7-8, 10, 20-22, 32-33

• 1 The proverbs of  Solomon the son of  David, king of  Israel;

• 2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of  understanding;

• 3 To receive the instruction of  wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;

• 4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion.

• 7 The fear of  the Lord is the beginning of  knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

• 8 My son, hear the instruction of  thy father, and forsake not the law of  thy mother:

• 10 My son, if  sinners entice thee, consent thou not.

• 20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets:

• 21 She crieth in the chief  place of  concourse, in the openings of  the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying,

• 22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate 

knowledge?

• 32 For the turning away of  the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of  fools shall destroy them.

• 33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of  evil.



The Difference

Knowledge

• The fear of  the LORD is the 

beginning of  knowledge;

• To have or to posses information

• ( Facts that you gain, or study, 

things that you learn or read about 

etc.)

Wisdom
• But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

• Wisdom is skillful living; not just having information but 
being able to navigate life in a skillful godly way. 

• Conveys a certain level of  understanding.

• Wisdom is not about chronological years!! ( you can have a 
young person who behaves in ways that are wise and you 
can have a senior who behaves in ways that are foolish, 
because it is not about time spent on the clock but it is 
about what you do with information that you have and 
how you apply it in your life.



2 Timothy 1:3-9

Parents joyfully Pass on the Faith

3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have 

remembrance of  thee in my prayers night and day;

4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of  thy tears, that I may be filled with joy;

5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 

Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.

6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of  God, which is in thee by the putting 

on of  my hands.

7 For God hath not given us the spirit of  fear; but of  power, and of  love, and of  a sound mind.

8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of  the testimony of  our Lord, nor of  me his prisoner: but be thou 

partaker of  the afflictions of  the gospel according to the power of  God;

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 

his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,



This Book of  Wisdom is also written to :

Our Young People

To the young man knowledge and discretion

It is true we were those young people who thought we knew everything and that mom and dad didn’t

Know anything. We thought that they had never been teenagers before or that they had never been

Young adults before. What could they possibly know? We know that young people because they are 

Operating on passion, energy and excitement not always thinking about what could happen next?

Moving very quickly without processing out, that down the road this is what can happen. 

Even how they engage with things like social media, young people sort of  play in a space where it is immediate and 

It gets immediate gratification but wisdom thinks about the fact that I’m going to apply for college or a job and they 

May come back on my social media and make an assessment of  the kind of  person that I am. 

So, when we look at the importance of  wisdom for our young people, Solomon is saying “ Young People” will be a

To pick this up and to help them to know that they have to be responsible for their choices.



Wisdom

Wisdom is not prideful; in knowing the things that you have done,

But it is being open to always know that there is room for growth

and an opportunity to learn something new or being open to 

approach something from a different perspective!!!



Lesson in Society

• Life is full of  choices. Every day we make choices about whether to work, what to do at work, 
what to eat, how to comb our hair, what clothes to put on, when to go to bed, and so on and so 
on. Hundreds of  choices are made with little thought. But life often gives us difficult decisions 
that need to be made.

• When we witness injustices in our communities, we can either turn the other way or stop and 
intervene. If  we intervene, there may be consequences that affect not only us but our family too. 
How can we use godly wisdom while trying to help others be treated fairly? It is not an easy 
answer. Perhaps join or organize protest groups, march, crate online petitions, and learn other 
nonviolent techniques. We can no longer sit in the churches and ignore the social, religious and 
civil injustices that are manifesting themselves in our communities. It is time to make a firm 
decision about how to help our neighbors no matter their race, religion, or nationality. What is 
God calling you to do? Seek wise counseling before acting and trust God for the outcome.



The People, Places, and Times

• Wisdom Literature. The books of  the Bible that are considered wisdom literature are 
Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes. Sometimes some of  the Psalms, Song of  Solomon, and 
Lamentations receive this label too.

• This is a modern way to describe a genre of  literature from the ancient Near East, which 
was plentiful in Egypt and Mesopotamian cultures as well.

• Sometimes wisdom literature directly presents adages or wise sayings (like Proverbs). Other 
pieces in the genre ponder a deep question over the course of  many conversations and 
situations (like job). These books present challenges in understanding them, as they ask 
questions yet seem to contradict themselves, and voice doubts quite unlike the prophetic and 
narrative books. From this, however, we can learn that God is not afraid of  our-questions. 
He welcomes our honesty. Biblical wisdom literature asks questions but also assures us that 
God has the answers. We just need to trust Him



In Depth

1. Wisdom for Godly living (Proverbs 1:1-4-8,10)

• Solomon is identified as the author. The student (son) is addressed by a teacher (father) ( 
vv.2-3). He is being told how to get wisdom for godly living, which will lead to appropriate 
actions. God wants us to be righteous, just, and fair. The teacher is the one who provides the 
student with guidance and good advice necessary because they may lack prosper judgement 
(v.4).

• The theme of  the book of  Proverbs is contained in verse 7. We are wise if  we have a “fear 
of  the LORD”, which is awe, reverence, and respect of  God/ True wisdom comes from 
God.

• We need to have a relationship with God and obey God’s Word.

• The Word gives us revelation about who God is and His requirements for living as faithful 
believers.



In depth Continued

• Those who will not purse wisdom are called “fools” who “despise wisdom and 
instruction” because they think they know everything and do no need God. Fools 
cannot distinguish between good and bad or right or wrong. People who are 
arrogant and self-sufficient will reject the need to depend on God or anyone else. It 
is very hard to convince them otherwise. They do bot understand that God is the 
source of  all wisdom and has given them the ability to attain success.

• Families are the foundation where children should learn about loving and honoring 
God. Parents have to set an example. The instructions are a warning from the father 
to his son about listening to instructions given by his parents and bot being enticed 
by sin (vv. 8-10). Sin often looks and feels food. However, it is only a temporary 
feeling that will leave us empty.



2. Wisdom 

Personified (vv.20-22, 32-33)

• Wisdom is personified and given a human voice (v.20-33). Wisdom is shouting in 
the streets, on the corners, and the entrance of  the cities to the “simple ones”. They 
are questioned about how long they will continue to act foolish (v.22). It is in these 
area that many wayward people gather and commit sinful acts. Why continue down 
the same path you have seen others go down and be destroyed (v.32)?

• Wisdom is not hidden; God is calling for the foolish to change course and live.

• If  we listen to God’s wisdom, we can live in safety and peace no matter what the 
future holds (v.33). We know God promised not to leave or forsake us. He will guide 
us as we face challenges if  we ask for wisdom to make the right choices.



Acts 6:1-7

Faith Community Discerns Path of  Wisdom
• 6 And in those days, when the number of  the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of  the Grecians 

against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.

• 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of  the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave 

the word of  God, and serve tables.

• 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of  honest report, full of  the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 

whom we may appoint over this business.

• 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of  the word.

• 5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of  faith and of  the Holy Ghost, 

and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of  Antioch:

• 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.

• 7 And the word of  God increased; and the number of  the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great 

company of  the priests were obedient to the faith.



Making Applications

• Many people value information. The internet makes information available 24 

hours a day. Libraries house books, periodicals and essays that contain a lot 

of  knowledge.

• Good and bad information is available at our fingertips. The knowledge of  

God requires the involvement of  the Holy Spirit. 

• How can you encourage yourselves as well as the wider Christian community 

to seek God’s knowledge and wisdom?



Make It Happen

• When we have to make life altering decisions, the burden can have us feeling 
in adequate trying to understand what to do. We need to seek to evaluate life 
situations in light of  God’s character and purposes and make decisions based 
on divine wisdom. We can not rely on foolish people to help. We are to make 
a cautious effort to apply godly standards of  wisdom to the choice that 
needs to be made. We need to read the word, pray, talk to other Christians 
who have shared experiences, pray some more, and then act in accordance 
with what the Holy Spirit guides us to do. If  we obey the Spirit, we will have 
the benefit of  peace.


