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WELCOME TO ZION TEMPLE FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL VIA ZOOM

OPEN WITH PRAYER

• PRAISE THE LORD EVERYONE!!!

• As a courtesy Please Mute Your Devices

• ֍֍ Announcements ֍֍

• WELCOME BACK ZION TEMPLE!!!

• You can have access to all of the Sunday School PowerPoints on our 
church website: www.ztfpc.com (Click on the Christian Education 

Link)

• Wisdom is the Principle Thing Therefore Get Wisdom, and with all Thy 
Getting, Get Understanding!!



Aim For Change

By the end of the lesson, we will:
Explore the account of Jesus’ experience in the Temple at the age of
Twelve, Sense the awe experienced by all those who witnessed Jesus’ 
wisdom as well as Mary and  Joseph's angst, and Rejoice in the 
opportunity to know the wisdom of God.

By the end of this lesson you should be able to identify the times and 
seasons that you are living in so you can fulfill your God given missions.



Keep in Mind

•“ And the child grew, and waxed strong in 
the spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace 

of God was upon him”( Luke 2:40)



Question of the Day??????

Got Jesus?



Jesus Astounds the Rabbi’s



Background

• The Gospel of Luke provides the most comprehensive picture of Jesus’ ministry of 
all four of the Gospels, with about one-third of the material include only 
appearing in this account. Luke focuses on Jesus as the Son of Man, the promised 
Messiah.

• Beginning with the birth announcements if John the Baptist and Jesus, Luke 
provides multiple indicators if Jesus’ divine nature, while revealing his true 
humanity.

• When Mary and Joseph went to present Jesus in the Temple, the elderly Simeon 
was led there by the Spirit. He saw Jesus, took Him up in his arms, blessed the 
Lord and prophesied. At that same time, Anna a widowed prophetess who served 
in the Temple, entered and she too thanked the Lord for Redemption in 
Jerusalem.

• Mary and Joseph could not begin to fathom the magnitude of what it would 
mean to raise the boy Messiah, but 2:19 says that Mary pondered these things 
she witnessed in her heart.



Question????

How do events at our birth affect our upbringing?



Devotional Reading
Leviticus 12: 1-8, Numbers 3: 11-13

• 1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

• 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to 
the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

• 3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

• 4 And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until 
the days of her purifying be fulfilled.

• 5 But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean twoweeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore 
and six days.

• 6 And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young 
pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest:

• 7 Who shall offer it before the Lord, and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that 
hath born a male or a female.

• 8 And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin 
offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean.

• NUMBERS 3:11-13

• 11 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

• 12 And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of 
Israel: therefore the Levites shall be mine;

• 13 Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me allthe firstborn in Israel, both 
man and beast: mine shall they be: I am the Lord.



Focal Scriptures
ECCLESIASTIES 3:1,7 ; LUKE 2:39-52

Ecclesiaties 3:17

1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

• 7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

• Luke 2:39-52

• 39 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.

• 40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

• 41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.

• 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.

• 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not 
of it.

• 44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.

• 45 And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.

• 46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking 
them questions.

• 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

• 48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing.

• 49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?

• 50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.

• 51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.

• 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.



Words you should know

• 1. Asking: (v. 46) esperatao (Greek)- To demand inquire or 
desire.

• 2. Subject: (v. 51) hupatasso (Greek)- To submit oneself to; 
to obey or make oneself a subordinate.



What was the tradition of rending and what was its significance?
Hebrew 7167 qara (kaw-rah) Greek 4977 schizo

• To literally or figuratively (revile) paint the (eyes) as if enlarging them-cut (out) (rend) surely tear ( Strong’s 
Concordance) Hebrew

• Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary

• 1. (v. t.) To separate into parts with force or sudden violence; to tear asunder; to split; to burst; as, powder rends 
a rock in blasting; lightning rends an oak.

• 2. (v. t.) To part or tear off forcibly; to take away by force.

• 3. (v. i.) To be rent or torn; to become parted; to separate; to split.

• Greek 4977. schizo -- to cleave, split

• ... to cleave, split. Part of Speech: Verb Transliteration: schizo Phonetic Spelling:

• (skhid'-zo) Short Definition: I rend, divide asunder 

• Kriah is a Hebrew word meaning "tearing." It refers to the act of tearing one's clothes or cutting a black ribbon 
worn on one's clothes. This rending is a striking expression of grief and anger at the loss of a loved one. Kriah is 
an ancient tradition



In Depth 
1. A time for everything ( Ecclessiates 3: 1, 7)

• It is believed that Solomon wrote Ecclessiates near the end if his life. As the wealthiest and the 
wisest king of his time ( 1 Kings 3:10-13), his experience were vast. Unlike his father David, he 
failed to remain wholeheartedly committed to the Lord, led astray to worship idols because of 
his multiple relationships with Gentile women. His thesis after surveying life was that

• “ everything was meaningless”, but that in the end it was best to “ fear God and keep his 
commandments” (12:13-14)

• The “Time for Everything” poem (3:1-8), compares opposite occurrences, and Solomon 
surmises that every activity has an appropriate point in time and duration and that in the end. 

• He acknowledges God is sovereign over all.

• Verse 7 may reference mourning, as ancient Jews would tear clothes and be silent but would 
mend and speak when the season of mourning was over. However, the latter portion could 
also refer to the truth that there is wisdom in knowing when to hold on to our words, and 
when to share them.

• In Luke 2. we see the time has come for prophecy to be fulfilled, and Jesus’ true mature to be 
publicly revealed.



Kriah is a Hebrew word meaning “tearing.” It refers to the act of 
tearing one’s clothes or cutting a black ribbon worn on one’s 
clothes. This rending is a striking expression of grief and anger 
at the loss of a loved one.

Kriah is an ancient tradition. When the patriarch Jacob believed 
his son Joseph was dead, he tore his garments (Genesis 37:34). 
Likewise, in II Samuel 1:11 we are told that King David and all 
the men with him took hold of their clothes and rent them 
upon hearing of the death of Saul and Jonathan. Job, too, in 
grieving for his children, stood up and rent his clothes (Job 
1:20).

Kriah is performed by the child, parent, spouse and sibling of the deceased. It is usually done at the funeral home before the 
funeral service begins. If a black ribbon is used, it is provided by the funeral director. Kriah is always performed standing. The act 
of standing shows strength at a time of grief. A cut is made on the left side of the clothing for parents — over the heart — and
on the right side for all other relatives. Sometimes people choose to express deep feelings of grief by cutting on the left side for 
relatives other than their parents.

As the tear or cut is made, the family recites the following blessing:
Barukh atah Adonai Eloheinu melekh ha’olam dayan ha’emet.
Blessed are You, Adonai Our God, Ruler of the Universe, the True Judge.
The torn garment or ribbon is worn during the seven days of shiva (but not on Shabbat and festival days). Some people continue 
the practice for the 30-day period of mourning [sheloshim].



2. The Family Returns Home ( Luke 2:39-40)

• Mary and Joseph prove to be devout Jews, From Mary’s response to the 
angel Gabriel (1:38), to her song magnifying God for what He had done 
(1:46-53),to Joseph’s obedience in not divorcing Mary ( Matthew 1:18-24), 
they consistently demonstrate faith and obedience.

• They continue to follow the Law after Jesus’ birth. Circumcising Him on the 
eighth day, they name Him “ Jesus” as instructed by the angel. Joseph 
travel from Bethlehem to the temple in Jerusalem,to present Jesus to God, 
as required a sacrifice-either a lamb or two pigeons. The couple’s two 
pigeons indicate that they were poor, but that was not a hindrance to their 
faithfulness. And once it was complete, they go home. 

• Afterward, the boy Jesus grows and becomes strong, as any child could 
typically be expected to do. However, His divinity is revealed as the grace of 
God filled Him with supernatural wisdom.



Mary and Joseph’s Offering and the Presenting of 
Jesus at the Temple.

• What is b’rit milah ?

• B’rit milah, (literally, “covenant of circumcision”), also called a bris, refers 
to a religious ritual through which male babies are formally welcomed 
into the Jewish people. According to Jewish tradition, it is a parent’s 
obligation to circumcise a son and offer a threefold blessing for the child: 
a life enriched by Torah, the wedding canopy (chuppah), and good deeds. 
Today, a mohel or mohelet is routinely designated by parents to fulfill this 
custom.



3. Boy Jesus in the Temple ( vv. 41-52)

• As required each year, Mary and Joseph make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the Passover, the feast that 
commemorated the death angel passing over? The firstborn in Israel when God delivered the Israelites 
from Egypt. At twelve years old, this would possibly have been a year of preparation for Jesus, as 
according to Jewish custom, Jewish boys were considered and presented as men at thirteen.

• After the week-long festival, the entire family starts the journey back to Jerusalem. They are twenty miles 
away before Mary and Joseph realized that Jesus had not joined them. After three days, they located him 
in the temple.

• Since conception, there had been glimpses that the grace of the Lord was upon Jesus. However, Mary and 
Joseph are still not prepared to find Him deeply engaged in theological discussions with well-respected 
rabbis. He is not merely listening, but understanding eagerly inquiring and answering questionings which 
astonished all. 

• As any mother would, Mary questions Jesus. His response, well beyond his years, indicates that while they 
had not yet come to fully understand, He already definitively knew He had been commissioned by the 
Lord for a specific purpose.

• Jesus, being  fully divine, yet a fully human boy, then willingly submits to their authority, returning home 
to Nazareth, where He would continue to grow- physically and spiritually. There would be no mention of 
his life again until it was time for Him to go public in ministry, eighteen years later. (30 years of age)



Jesus as a child

• Luke 2: 22 When the days of their purification according to the law of 
Moses were fulfilled, they brought him up to Jerusalem, to present him to 
the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens 
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice 
according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons.”

• But in Matthew when the Magi found Jesus:

• Matthew 2: 11 They came into the house and saw the young child with 
Mary, his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Opening their 
treasures, they offered to him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



The People, Places, and Times

• Feast of Passover. The feast of the Passover celebrates the Jews’ 
passage from slavery to freedom and commemorates the occasion in 
which the death angel passed over the Hebrew households in Egypt 
(see Exodus 12-13).

• Jews are commanded to remember the night of their liberation by 
partaking of the Seder, a traditional meal with each item of food 
representing part of the liberation story. During biblical times, the 
seven-day celebration was held in Jerusalem and attendance by the 
entire family was required ( see Exodus 23:14-17).



Mary and Joseph offer “turtle doves” in Luke 2:24



The Passover Feast



The Passover Meal



Seder
Passover is the Jewish holiday of freedom, commemorating the Israelites' exodus from slavery in Egypt. Each spring, 
Jewish people from around the world recount Passover's watershed story of redemption at a festive meal called the 
Seder. The centerpiece of this richly symbolic meal is the Seder plate

The centerpiece of this richly symbolic meal is the Seder plate. 
On the Seder plate there are five or six different Passover 
foods, each symbolizing a unique element of the Exodus story. 
At various points in the Seder (which means 'order' in Hebrew), 
participants partake in these different foods to tangibly and 
gastronomically reenact the events of the Exodus.

Matzah :Also spelled matzoh and matza, matzah is the unleavened bread eaten (instead 
of bagels, sandwich bread and pita) during Passover.
During the Seder meal, a plate of at least three covered matzahs is set next to the Seder 
plate.  The matzah is partaken from ritually three separate times during the Seder. The 
first time, the matzah is eaten by itself; next it’s eaten together with maror (bitter herbs 
– see below); and finally with maror and haroset (also see below) in a "korech" 
sandwich.

In addition to enjoying matzah at the Seder meal, Jewish people eat this unleavened 
bread throughout the 8-day holiday. Traditionally, Jews are prohibited from eating any 
leavened product (including pasta, cereal, wheat crackers and (of course) bread) during 
the week of Passover. Instead, they enjoy sandwiches made on matzah and cakes baked 
from matzah meal.



Passover Continued

• The seder plate, and each food is symbolic for an aspect of Passover: A roasted shank 
bone represents the Pescah sacrifice, an egg represents spring and the circle of life, bitter 
herbs represent the bitterness of slavery, haroset (an applesauce-like mixture with wine, 
nuts, apples, etc,

• Why don’t Jews eat leavened bread during Passover?

• Not featured during the meal are leavened foods made of grain known as “chametz.” 
Chametz is prohibited during Passover, so you won’t find any pasta, cookies, bread or 
cereal at the seder. (More traditional Jews will completely clean out any foods containing 
chametz from their home.)

• This has to do with the story of Passover: After the killing of the first born, the Pharaoh 
agreed to let the Israelites go. But in their haste to leave Egypt, the Israelites could not 
let their bread rise and so they brought unleavened bread. This specific dietary 
requirement is spelled out in Exodus 12:14, “You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your 
dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.”



Question???

•Why  is it important to gather with family during 
an important religious celebration?



Lesson In Our Society

• Much attention is given to Jesus’ ministry as an adult. His conception and birth is 
the focus every Christmas; His death, burial, and resurrection on Resurrection 
Sunday. However, little attention is given to subtle ways the Lord intentionally 
showed Jesus’ parents in childhood, who, was destined to be. It appears that they 
knew it cognitively, but not experientially. In contrast to Anna, Simeon, and the 
shepherds who worshiped the Messiah.

• Mary and Joseph saw a child-their child. As a result, they seemed to underestimate 
and even get frustrated, when the Lord’s power and leading were evident in His 
life.

• We often do the same. Not only do we underestimate God’s power in our own lives 
but in the lives of others. We put parameters on how God can use someone- he is 
too young or too old, her personality is too quickly, his past too checkered. We sit 
in awe of a child who seems wiser than his age dictates but does not encourage his 
spiritual growth, neglecting to recognize that God works through and in children as 
well. We put God in a box, and when He does not “fit”. Instead of adjusting our 
expectations, we get frustrated. In doing so, we miss the opportunity to marvel in 
God’s greatness and worship Him in response.



Make it Happen!!!

• Mary and Joseph were living their lives when one day, God sent and 
angel and changed everything. While we will not have such a drastic 
experience as that, there has probably been some redirection in life. 
Spend time this week reflecting on how God has redirected your life. 
Consider your response to the change. Was it one of joy, worship, and 
obedience? In hindsight, what clarity do you now have?

• There may be ways that God is prompting your heart now. Journal, 
pray and discuss it with someone with godly wisdom who will 
encourage and counsel you. Then, choose obedience.


