Repent of Injustice
Bible Background●Jeremiah 22
Printed Text●Jeremiah 22:1-10|Devotional Reading●Psalm 72:1-17
Sunday School Lesson May 24, 2020
By: Sister Kelly N. Neal- Sunday School Superintendent

Open With Prayer
•Praise the Lord EVERYONE!!!!!
•Welcome to Zion Temple First Pentecostal
Church
Virtual Sunday School Via Zoom

Devotional Song: We must go (God of Justice)
Matthew 10:5-8

Happy Memorial Day !!

Question of the Day : QOD
•What does it mean to REPENT?
•Sincere regret or remorse!
•Acknowledging your wrong doing and never
doing it again.
•Asking for forgiveness and the determination
in your mind to be different because you do
not want to hurt God in that way again!!!

Bible Background
• This passage is particularly powerful because this chapter is nestled
between two chapters that express that the destruction and exile of
Judah are inevitable. This chapter finds the prophet Jeremiah
expressing the grounds for the Babylonians leading the people of
Judah away from their land, and these grounds are the people of
Judah’s blatant disregard for the covenant. However, their dismissal is
not permanent. God always provides an opportunity to return home.
No matter how far away they go and even if they can not immediately
return physically, they can return to the “hometown” values which
are epitomized by the covenant.

Devotional Reading
Psalm 72:1-10
• A Psalm for Solomon.

• 1 Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king's son.
• 2 He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment.

• 3 The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness.
• 4 He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in
pieces the oppressor.
• 5 They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all generations.

• 6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.
• 7 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.

• 8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.
• 9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust.
• 10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall
offer gifts.

Devotional Reading Cont.
Psalm 72:11-17
• 11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.
• 12 For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that
hath no helper.
• 13 He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy.
• 14 He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their
blood be in his sight.
• 15 And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba: prayer also
shall be made for him continually; and daily shall he be praised.
• 16 There shall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the
mountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall
flourish like grass of the earth.
• 17 His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the
sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed

Aim for Change
• By the end of the lesson, we will: RECOGNIZE that the
covenant relationship between God and His people
requires justice, REPENT for injustice and seek to
deliver the oppressed, and BECOME active agents of
deliverance for the oppressed.

Keep In Mind
•“Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the
hand of the oppressor; and do no wrong, do no
violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this
place”

Focal Verses
Jeremiah 22:1-10 KJV
• 1 Thus saith the Lord; Go down to the house of the king of
Judah, and speak there this word,
• 2 And say, Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, that
sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy
people that enter in by these gates:
• 3 Thus saith the Lord; Execute ye judgment and righteousness,
and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor: and do
no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the
widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.
• 4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the
gates of this house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding
in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, and his people.

Focal Verse Cont.
5 But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the Lord, that this house shall become a
desolation.
6 For thus saith the Lord unto the king's house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet
surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited.
7 And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every one with his weapons: and they shall cut down thy choice
cedars, and cast them into the fire.

8 And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbor, Wherefore hath the
Lord done thus unto this great city?
9 Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God, and worshipped other
gods, and served them.
10 Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: for he shall return
no more, nor see his native country.

Help us LORD to get it Right!!

The People, Places and Times
• Throne of David. When David offered to build a temple for God in Jerusalem, the
Prophet Samuel delivered God’s response that David would not build God a house, but
that God would build David a house; a line of kings to reign forever, as long as they
remained faithful to the LORD ( 2 Samuel 7:12). In His covenant with David, God
promised that a descendent from David’s family line would be the eternal king who
would rule over God’s people and all nations of the world ( Isaiah 9:6-37; Micah 5:2, 4
). Such stability in the royal line would have allowed the nation to prosper in peace,
without infighting among princes vying ( To compete eagerly with someone in order to
do or achieve something) for the throne.
• Unfortunately, since not even David’s son managed to remain faithful to God
throughout his reign, God allowed the kingdoms to split, and the throne of David was
not as powerful. When his people and their kings continued in sin. God allowed
Babylonia to conquer them and overthrow the king on David’s throne. The Lord would
not fail in keeping His covenant, though.
• Through the royal line of David, the King of kings was born, and He will reign forever.

Do no harm to the stranger, the fatherless, nor
the widow

Ezekiel 34:1-31
The word of the Lord came to me. He said, 2 “Son of man,[a] speak against the shepherds of Israel for me. Speak
to them for me. Tell them that this is what the Lord God says: ‘You shepherds of Israel have only been feeding
yourselves. It will be very bad for you! Why don’t you shepherds feed the flock? 3 You eat the fat sheep and use
their wool to make clothes for yourselves. You kill the fat sheep, but you don’t feed the flock. 4 You have not
made the weak strong. You have not cared for the sick sheep. You have not put bandages on the sheep that
were hurt. Some of the sheep wandered away, and you did not go get them and bring them back. You did not go
to look for the lost sheep. No, you were cruel and severe—that’s the way you tried to lead the sheep!
5 “‘And now the sheep are scattered because there was no shepherd. They became food for every wild animal,
so they were scattered. 6 My flock wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My flock was
scattered over all the face of the earth. There was no one to search or to look for them.’”

Do no wrong, Do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor
to the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place.

Help us to be a blessing Lord!!

Who are we?

In Depth
Responding to the call of the powerful Jerimiah
22:1-5
• The message that God has the prophet speak to the king of Judah and
his entourage is a simple set of imperatives. These instructions are
not difficult to understand. Make decisions based on fairness; look
out for those who have not been given an adequate opportunity
because an individual or institution has robbed them; do not add any
extra burden to people who already have a hard time whether they
are immigrants, children, or disfranchised women; don’t harm people
just because you can. These capture what God wants from, the
government of Judah.

In Depth Cont.
The message is addressed to leadership, because if they respond to God’s call, then the
people whom they lead will be affected by their decisions. It is important to note that
people suffer because of bad leadership at a national level. We should bit swiftly move
pass the addresses in the passage and apply this message to everyone. Although these
are the values that all of God’s people should espouse, it is important that those with
power use their power appropriately and model justice. Any government that shows
favoritism to certain groups of people or further pushes down the downtrodden or
increases obstacles for the already dispossessed is a government that has chosen to
refuse to heed the call of God. Instead of siding with consolation, they choose to side
with desolation.

The Cedars of Lebanon

In Depth Continued
Jeremiah 22:6-10
RemembeRing god’s Covenant with god’s PeoPle
• The prophet imagines the nation in ruins. When people from other places
inquire about Jerusalem arrived at this point of despair, their answer will
contain three actions that were committed: (1) abandoning the covenant,
(2) worshiping other gods, and (3) serving other gods. From the earlier
passage, it would seem that the cause of the destruction is rooted in not
properly valuing humans, but the charge of idolatry is about incorrectly
prioritizing God.
• The leadership’s and the people’s action toward other humans are
fundamentally connected to an improper view of God. If the people of
Judah believed that they could be in good standing with God and God’s
covenant while being in bad standing with vulnerable people, then they
neither understood the terms of the covenant nor the divine party with
whom they were in the covenant. They should not expect God to execute
the covenant while they exploit those created in God’s image.

In Depth cont.
• Further more not understanding how a person or nation’s actions are related to their relationship with
God leads that person or nation to actually worship a god that is not the true God. Such a mistake in
thinking can lead people to overestimate their value in God’s eyes. Verse 6 gives a glimpse into this.
Although the house of the kings of Judah is precious to God as prime real estate. God will leave it
vacant and dilapidated it they use their privilege for pushing other’s down rather than helping them up.
Lebanon was known for its valuable cedars, which would represent the value of God’s chosen people to
God. However, God does not mind destroying what we consider important is rooted in the
marginalization of other people. In other words (treatment of a person, group, or concept as
insignificant or peripheral)
• Not only has the house of Judah improperly valued God and worshiped an idol, they actually serve or
enslave themselves to this image. This is a god with whom they did not make a covenant, and this is a
god who allows for the people to mistreat others without consequence. This is the god to who the
house of Judah enslaves itself. They choose to serve this non-god and become participants in a noncovenant, abandoning God and God’s covenant. This in one way leaves them in a position worse than
death (v. 10). However, in another way this puts into relief the gravity if the consequences of injustice
and reminds the audience that they should return, repent and go home before they are in a place of no
return. Rather than forsake the covenant, they should forsake their pursuit of a god of greed, selfcenteredness, pride, and lust that leads to destruction.

Ezekiel 22:6-12
6 “‘Look, all

the leaders in Israel are using their strength just to kill other people. 7 And the
people in Jerusalem don’t respect their parents. There in the city, they abuse the foreigners.
They cheat orphans and widows in that place. 8 You hate all that I consider holy. You treat my
special days of rest as if they are not important. 9 In Jerusalem, people tell lies in order to kill
innocent people. They go to the mountains to worship false gods and then come back to
Jerusalem to eat their fellowship meals.
“‘In Jerusalem, people commit many sexual sins. 10 There men commit sexual sins with their
father’s wife. There the men rape women—even during their monthly time of bleeding. 11 One
man commits a terrible sin against his own neighbor’s wife. Another man has sex with his
daughter-in-law and makes her unclean. Another man rapes his father’s daughter—his very
own sister. 12 There men accept bribes to kill people. You lend money and charge interest on
the loans. You cheat your neighbors just to make a little money. You have even forgotten me.’
This is what the Lord God said.

Jeremiah 22:1-10
1 Thus saith the Lord; Go down to the house of the king
of Judah, and speak there this word,
• We are inside of the same story from last week. (Jeremiah 21:8-14)
• Jeremiah hasn’t taken a breathe, this is continuation!!
• God called Jeremiah as a young prophet for Judah.
• Jeremiah’s own interpretation was that he thought he was too young.
• The LORD is speaking through his prophet and is giving clear
instructions. When God is talking he is never surveying.
• The Lord is addressing the king’s house, specifically to the king and his
leaders.
• God commands the prophet to go.

Jeremiah 22:2 And say, Hear the word of the Lord, O king of
Judah, that sittest upon the throne of David, thou, and thy
servants, and thy people that enter in by these gates:
• The command are to go: To physically get up and go do something!!
• He is told to go down!! Where is Jeremiah’s location?
• The people are to hear and listen.
• This is to the kings court, his servants and all of his people!!

Jeremiah 22:3
Thus saith the Lord; Execute ye judgment an righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the
oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed
innocent blood in this place.
• God is repeating himself!! There is something that God wants them to get. When we see the word hear it is more
than a perception with your ears, it is a call to action. It is more than a literal ear, it is a call to action.

• He identifies groups of people who have been oppressed.
• The covenant relationship with God and his people to execute justice.

• Not to mistreat the stranger, orphan or the widow. Do the right thing! A call for performance.
• Here are eight specific things that they are to do: (Full of action verbs)

• 1.)Execute judgement
• 2.) Execute righteousness

• 3.) Deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor
• 4.) Do no wrong
• 5.) Do no violence to the stranger
• 6.) Do no violence to the fatherless,
• 7.) Do no violence to the widow

• 8.) Do not shed innocent blood in this place.
• Be equitable in the things that we do!! God does not like evil and wrong doings!!

Deuteronomy 24:17-22
• 17 Thou shalt not pervert the judgment of the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take a
widow's raiment to pledge:
• 18 But thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt, and the Lord thy God
redeemed thee thence: therefore I command thee to do this thing.
• 19 When thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field,
thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the
widow: that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hands.
• 20 When thou beatest thine olive tree, thou shalt not go over the boughs again: it shall be for
the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.
• 21 When thou gatherest the grapes of thy vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward: it shall
be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for the widow.
• 22 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt: therefore I
command thee to do this thing.

Jeremiah 22:4 for if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there
enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon the
throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he and his
servants, and his people.
• God wants them to have compassion for the people.
• God makes it clear that if they continue on in these things that it
will not be a misunderstanding.
• When you are told to do a thing; it is because either you don’t know
or you need to be reminded or redirected!!
• This is a contingent or conditional statement, these blessings were
conditional on performance. There’s an if clause!!( if you do a thing)
• There is a choice to be made: If the king’s would do the right thing
then there will be a reward. The choice is yours!!

Deuteronomy 17:18-20
God requires Godly rule by Kings
• 18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he
shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the
priests the Levites:
• 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life:
that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words of this law
and these statutes, to do them:
• 20 That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not
aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end
that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the
midst of Israel.

Psalm 15:1-5
• Psalm 15 King James Version (KJV)
• 1 Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
• 2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh
the truth in his heart.
• 3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour,
nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.
• 4 In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that
fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
• 5 He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against
the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.

Jeremiah 22:5 But if ye will not hear these words, I swear
by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall become a
desolation.
• Starts with the word “but” which denotes that there is something on
the other side of if!!
• There is either a blessing, a punishment or a curse. It’s a choice but
clearly obedience is what the pull is.
• If you don’t do what I tell you: I promise that this place will end up as
nothing!!

Jeremiah 22:6 For thus saith the loRd unto the king’s house of
Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon; yet
surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not
inhabited.
• What does Gilead and The Head of Lebanon mean and why are these
things important to God?
• Although, they are important to God, He doesn’t hesitate to tell them
that I will destroy you, if you don’t change. ( parental authority) I
brought you into this world and I will take you out!!

Jeremiah 22:7 And I will prepare destroyers against
thee, every one with his weapons, and they shall cut
down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

God is giving tough love!!
Who are the destroyers?
What are choice cedars and their significances?
He loved them but He will punish them!! ( all parents should be able to relate to
this)
God’s words are never empty promises!!
God designs the crew. The crew will go to work.
Ultimately, all the cedars will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
God will use the king of Babylon to destroy them.
God tells them what is going to happen before he actually executes his
judgement.
His face was against them!! ( We don’t want this to happen to us)

Jeremiah 22:8 And many nations shall pass by this
city, and they shall say every man to his neighbor.
Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this great
city?
• The other nations will pass by this great city and they will ask What is
the Lord doing to this city?
• And they will answer because they served other gods and did not
obey.
• This is God’s wrath!! People are going to be amazed at what once was
a once thriving place has now come to be nothing.
• Experience and observation ( The people that it happened as
opposed to those that observed)

Jeremiah 22:9 Then they shall answer, Because they
have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God ,
and worshipped other gods, and served them.
• They were not loyal to the covenant of God.
• God is making a public example of them.
• Some lessons are through experience and some only need
observation.
• We must always stop and take notice of what God is doing even when
it is not in our favor.
• God is showing others what will happen when they disobey.
• They were serving and worshiping the other god’s

What really happened???
King Josiah tried to stop the Egyptian army at Megiddo and was
killed in battle. During his reign, Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt
marched up to help the king of Assyria at the Euphrates River .
King Josiah went to confront him, and at Megiddo when Neco
saw him he killed him.

Jehoiakim was appointed king by Necho II, king of Egypt, in 609
BC, after Necho's return from the battle in Haran, three months
after he had killed King Josiah at Megiddo. Necho deposed
Jehoiakim's younger brother Jehoahaz after a reign of only
three months and took him to Egypt , where he died.

Although Jehoiachin reigned for a short period of
three months and ten days (three months), he did
evil in the sight of God according to all that his father
had done (2 Kgs 24:9; 2 Chr 36:9). His mother’s
name Nehushta means “copper,” “fetters,”
“uncleanness,” “lust,” and “harlotry.”

take a look…. this may helP you
understand it better!!

Jeremiah 22:10 Weep ye not for the dead, neither
bemoan him; but weep sore for him that goeth away:
for he shall return no more, nor see his native
country.
• Who is Jeremiah referring to?
• Who is dead?
• Who went away?
• Who is that person or that group of people who will not return nor
see their native country?

