Faith and Wisdom

Bible Background- James 1:1-11
Devotional Reading Isaiah 40:1-8
August 2, 2020 Sunday School Lesson
By: Sister Kelly N. Neal- Sunday School
Superintendent

Welcome To Zion Temple First Pentecostal Church Sunday School via Zoom

As a courtesy Please Mute Your
Devices !!

Announcements
Morning Service Begins at 11:30 am
You can have access to all of the Sunday School

PowerPoints on our church website:
www.ztfpc.com

Wisdom is the Principle Thing
Therefore Get Wisdom, and with
all Thy Getting, Get
Understanding!!!

(Click on the Christian Education Link)
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Aim For Change
By the end of the lesson, we will: Consider the relationship between
wisdom and perseverance through trials, Affirm the value of trials and
hardships in making us more wise and productive disciples, and Pray for
godly wisdom by which to endure life’s trials and temptations.
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Keep In Mind
“If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given
him” James 1:5, KJV
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➢ A diaspora is a scattered
population whose origin lies
in a separate geographic
locale. Historically, the word
diaspora was used to refer to
the involuntary mass
dispersion of a population
from its indigenous
territories, in particular the
dispersion of Jews.
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Words we should know:
Temptations v.2 peirasmos

( Greek) Trials that have a goal in mind
Entire v. 4 holokleros (Greek) an animal
that can be used for sacrifice or a priest
who can represent the people
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Background
The epistle of James teaches its readers that behavior should reflect belief. It is composed of short sayings that
are reminiscent if those found in wisdom Literature of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.

According to some scholars, the sayings are organized by “minor association of thought or language”, which
contrasts with much of Paul’s writings that are intentionally sequenced to build one unifying argument. Thus,
the structure if the epistle of James does not allow us to easily define the main idea of the text.
However, James 1:22 seems to aptly describe the aim of the epistle which it instructs its readers to “ be ye doers
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves”. Many scholars believe the epistle’s writer is
James, the half- brother of Jesus. The epistle itself does not include any biographical information that directly
identifies its writer as the half brother of Jesus. However the writers chosen title may offer an indirect
connection. The writer identifies himself as “James, a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The title is unique in the Bible insofar as it is the only time that two very common titles are coupled together.
The Old Testament includes several people who are described as “servants of God”. New Testament personages
are often described as “servants of the Lord Jesus Christ” or some variation of the title . The Unique title
employed in the epistles salutation may reflect the ministry of James to the Jewish Christian community.
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Focal Verses

James 1:1-11, KJV

➢ 1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.
➢ 2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
➢ 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
➢ 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
➢ 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall
be given him.
➢ 6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind
and tossed.
➢ 7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.
➢ 8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.
➢ 9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:
➢ 10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.
➢ 11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth,
and the
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African Diaspora is the term commonly used to describe the
mass dispersion of peoples from Africa during the Transatlantic
Slave Trades, from the 1500s to the 1800s. This Diaspora took
millions of people from Western and Central Africa to diﬀerent
regions throughout the Americas and the Caribbean.
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The African Diaspora-What is it?
The African diaspora refers to the many communities of people
of African descent dispersed throughout the world as a result of
historic movements. The majority of African dispersal resulted
from the Arab and Atlantic slave trades – the largest forced
migrations in history. An estimated 11 million Africans were
dispersed from the Atlantic slave trade from Western Africa (e.g.,
Ghana, Nigeria) and Central Africa (e.g., Congo, Cameroon) and
an estimated 10 to 80 million from the Arabic slave trade.
Despite popular association with the United States, only 5% of
African slaves went to America while the remaining 95% went to
Central America, South America and the Caribbean . Alike
African- Americans, other Africans in the Diaspora (e.g., Afro. Cubans, Afro-Brazilians, Afro-Costa Ricans, etc.) face
challenges in their countries, and share a common history.
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Map of Atlantic Slave Trade Movements
The African diaspora has a population of 140 million
while Africa has a population of 1.2 billion. The most
populated countries in the African diaspora include
Brazil, Colombia, America, Dominican Republic, and
Haiti. There is a connection among the descendants of
slaves in the African Diaspora as their ancestors came
from similar areas in Africa and survived a similar fate;
slavery and colonization. Essentially they were taken to
different countries around the world, disconnected from
one another and their homelands
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African history does not begin with slavery, Africa’s contributions to the
development of mathematics, astronomy, medicine, architecture,
philosophy, civilization, etc. are largely ignored. For instance, many
notable Greek philosophers spent years in Africa learning from African
philosophers who practiced philosophy long before the rise of Greek
philosophy. Africa is home to many diverse countries and cultures, all with
their own unique history. Many of the kingdoms of Africa are unknown; let
us take a look at some.
The Axum Empire was a dominant power in what is now Ethiopia and
Eritrea. From 100 to 940AD, the Axum Empire was one of four global
superpowers along with Rome, China, and Persia and extended its
influence as far as India and China.
The Benin Kingdom existed in what is now southern Nigeria, and achieved
significant accomplishments in technology, architecture, science, art,
administration, town-planning, astronomy, and more.

The Kingdom of Kush was an African kingdom where kings ruled as
Pharaohs. This is known as the 25th dynasty of Egypt which was a
influential time of renaissance in Egypt.
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The silencing of Africa’s history and achievement was
established to support its occupation, division, and
colonization from European powers known as the
scramble for Africa– a race for Africa’s resources and
land.
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Devotional Reading Isaiah 40:1-8
1Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.
2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins.
3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough places plain:
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it.
6 The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is
as the flower of the field:
7 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the
people is grass.
8 The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
16

The People, Places, and Times
Diaspora. This term is used in biblical
writing to refer to the Jews who were
scattered abroad and living outside of
Israel. Owing to the Assyrian invasion
of Israel and the Babylonian exile
from Judah, the twelve tribes of Jews
were dispersed and settled in the
civilized countries of the world at the
time yet remained connected to the
mother country.

Compare &
Contrast

The Jewish Diaspora with the African Diaspora
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MAPS

our
office

19

In Depth
1.To the Diaspora, Rejoice (James 1:1)

2. Joy

In The Midst of Trial and Difficulty (vv. 2-4)

The epistle is addressed to the Christian Jewish
Diaspora. The “twelve tribes which are scattered” is James addresses his readers as “bretheren” (or brothers and
sisters). Many Bible commentaries note that he was the
reference to the Children of Israel who live outside
brother of Jesus, but he chooses to emphasize that he is the
of Palestine. By the first century AD, there were
brother of all believers. James demonstrates that the spiritual
many Jewish communities outsie of Palenstine.
closeness of thise in Christ can conquer the vast geographical
Many of the oldest communities were comprised of distances that separate the scattered diaspora. He returns to
the descendents of slaves who were dislocated from the idea of joy in verse two. However, this time he complicates
their homeland during the Assyrian conquest and the idea of joy by adding in sorrow. He adds the troubles of life,
Babylonian captivity. The youngest communities but does not detract the imperative to be glad. From the
were comprised of Jews who used Roman roads to standpoint of Jewish Wisdom Literature, experiencing the
settle in centers of commerce made possible by the good and the bad of life occassions when people learn more
Pax Romana peace. The diaspora is a diverse array about God and self. James articulates this viewpoint when he
of people separated by empire and experience but says that trials are testing of faith, an exercise that strenghtens
faith over time, like a muscle. James’ perspective on trials’
united by race and religion.The verse concludes
producing character is also reminiscent of Paul ( Romans 5:3)
with the usual salutation of the time whiich most and of Peter (Ipeter 1:6)
translations render as “greetings”. However, it is
worth noting that this word literally means “
rejoice, be glad”
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In Depth Continued……..

3. The way to Wisdom: Prayer
(vv.5-8)

4.The Poor Shall Be Raised
James makes a third turn in the text. He
now turns to the subject of poverty and
riches. Most of his readers would have
identified with the former social location.
James assures them that God will not only
raise the oppressed but He will also bring
down the oppressor. It is a complete
reversal of fortunes, and God stands on
the side of His people, especial the
oppressed.

James now turns his attention to wisdom. In the
previous section, we can already see that he is
influenced by Jewish Wisdom Literature. In this
passage, we see the strong connections between
wisdom and faith. James writes that wisdom is
attainable from God through prayer to anyone who
asks in faith. He issues a stark admonition to the
doubter, whom he calls “double minded”. This term
is unique in the New Testament and ancient Greek
literature. Some biblical scholars believe that James
coined the term. The meaning is clear enough,
though referring to people who cannot choose
between two mutually exclusive choices.
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The Jewish Diaspora

Jewish Diaspora. A scattering of the Jewish
people because of the Romans taking over
Jerusalem. This is important part of history
because overcoming this problem made
the Jewish people and religion stronger,
and allowed the Jews to spread their
people and beliefs throughout many
countries
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Where did all the people go???.
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Lesson in our Society
The African Diaspora is like the Jewish Diaspora in several ways. First God is a liberator.
Both diaspora experienced the bondage of slavery but were freed. Nevertheless, as James
notes in his passages on poverty and persecution, the diasporas are not free from
oppression.
The epistle of James us refreshingly practical in its advice to Christians, particularly those
who feel the bitter pangs of oppression. God our Liberator remains on the side of His
oppressed people, and God is still speaking to them.
The epistle of James, though addressed to a different diaspora, speaks to the descendants of
Africa and tells us to rejoice, have patience, and endure because the oppressor will wither
away.
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Question
What does it tell you about Christian leadership that the most
influential apostles call themselves servants?
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Many people do not create time in their day to reflect on
their life experiences, nor do they pray for wisdom from
it. Over the next week, please try to reflect on your life
and your community. Take time everyday this week to
reflect on your experiences the past day and pray that
God will grant you wisdom. Additionally, take time each
night to reflect on the collective experiences of a group
that you belong to and pray that God will grant you
wisdom. Remember, while reflection is important,
wisdom is an exercise of faith!!
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