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Open with Prayer

 Praise the Lord 

Everyone!!!



Devotional Text: Psalm 47
Psalm 47 King James Version (KJV)

47 O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.

2 For the Lord most high is terrible; he is a great King over all the earth.

3 He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet.

4 He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah.

5 God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises.

7 For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding.

8 God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.

9 The princes of the people are gathered together, even the people of the God of Abraham: for 

the shields of the earth belong unto God: he is greatly exalted.



Devotional Song:Clap/Shout

By: Shekinah Glory



Aim For Change
By the end of the Lesson, we will: Discern the need for 

the just restoration of God’s people, Pursue trusting 

God for victory, hope, and renewal, and Celebrate the 

return of joy and God’s glory in salvation.



Keep In Mind
Behold, at that time I will undo all 

that afflict thee: and I will save 

her that halteth, and gather her 

that was driven out; and I will get 

them praise and fame in every 

land where thy have been put to 

shame” Zephaniah 3:19, KJV



Class Activity:

Write just a few verses of a psalm 

of praise to God  for his working in 

your past, present, and future.

Three People take no more than 1 

min. each share with the class!!! 



Zephaniah the prophet may have been the son of a 

Cushite man. We often overlook seemingly boring 

genealogies in the Bible, but sometimes they can be the 

most interesting part. One interesting find is located in 

the first verse of the book of Zephaniah:

“The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the 

son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.” –

Zephaniah 1:1



Interesting Facts:

At first glance there’s nothing “special” about the verse, but when we look 

at the names, we find something odd. The name “Cushi” is an ETHNONYM:

Ethnonym: An ethnic name ascribed to a people or group; the proper name 

by which a people or ethnic group is called or known. – Dictionary.com

Ethnonym: An ethnonym (from the Greek: ἔθνος, éthnos, “nation” and 

ὄνομα, ónoma, “name”) is the name applied to a given ethnic group. 

Ethnonyms can be divided into two categories: exonyms (where the name of 

the ethnic group has been created by another group of people) and 

autonyms or endonyms (self-designation; where the name is created and 

used by the ethnic group itself). As an example, the ethnonym for the 

ethnically dominant group in Germany is the Germans. – Wikipedia.org

Ethnonym: A name used to refer to an ethnic group, tribe, or people. –

Merriam Webster





Zephaniah 3:14-20 King James Version (KJV)
14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

15 The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the Lord, is in 

the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.

16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.

17 The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in 

his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

18 I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a 

burden.

19 Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was 

driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

20 At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise 

among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the Lord.

King James Version (KJV)

Focal Verses



Characters in our Text

The Lord

The Daughter Of 
Zion/The Daughter 
of Jerusalem/Israel



Characters in our Text 
Continued……

The Enemy- The king of Israel: Hebrew#4428 

Me’lek|Hammeleck|Malcham|Molock



Moloch[a] (also Molech, Mollok, Milcom, or Malcam) is the biblical name of a Canaanite god associated with child 

sacrifice, through fire or war.

The name Moloch results from a dysphemic vocalisation in the Second Temple period of a theonym based on the root 

mlk, "king". There are a number of Canaanite gods with names based on this root, which became summarily 

associated with Moloch, including biblical Malkam  Great King" (KJV Milcom), which appears to refer to a god( "ַמְלכָּם)

of the Ammonites, as well as Tyrian Melqart and others.



Words You Should Know

Sing(v.14) ranan (Heb)

To Give a 

joyous shout

Mighty (v.17) gibbor (Heb.)

Strong Hero 

Warrior



Background
Zephaniah I

 We learn that he is a prophet 

during the reign of King Josiah. 

Josiah led a religious reform that 

focused on serving the Lord 

alone, and removing all other 

religious relics, attire, and 

practices. Many scholars assume 

that Zephaniah prophesied 

before Josiah’s reform and 

perhaps while  the king was a 

child

 2 Kings 22:1-2 King James Version 

(KJV)

 22 Josiah was eight years old when 

he began to reign, and he reigned 

thirty and one years in Jerusalem. 

And his mother's name was 

Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of 

Boscath.

 2 And he did that which was right 

in the sight of the Lord, and 

walked in all the way of David his 

father, and turned not aside to the 

right hand or to the left.



Background Continued
Zephaniah 1:5-6

 According to Zephaniah, 
the day of the Lord is 
coming, and it is a day of 
judgement. God will 
judge the Children of 
Israel for worshiping  
foreign gods and mixing 
the worship of the Lord 
with other religious 
practices.

Zephaniah 3:3-7

 God will judge the princes, judges, priests, 

and the prophets who lie, oppress, and 

eagerly increase corruption-despite all of 

God’s warnings. God will judge the enemies 

of Israel who at one time have oppressed 

them. God will not spare the wicked. They 

will be cut off, ruined, and desolated. In the 

process God will judge the whole earth. But 

their will be a remnant of people from near 

and far that God will bring together. This 

remnant shall server God and do no wrong.



In Depth

Zion Sings a song of Joy(Zephaniah 3:14-15)

 After nearly two and a half chapters of 

judgement, it is only fitting that Zephaniah 

would pen this song of joy and invite the 

Children of Israel to sing and rejoice. Just five 

verses prior, the prophecies of judgement turned 

into a message of hope. God’s wrath is not the 

final word. God will give the people clean lips 

and all of God’s scattered children will worship 

and serve God on one accord. There will be 

peace, and they will have nothing to fear. This 

vision of unity and serenity invites the Children 

of Israel to praise the Lord because God acts on 

their behalf. 

 God has removed their enemies from oppressing 

them. And that same God is among them.

God Sings a Song of Joy(Vv. 

16-18)

 God’s love restores the soul and spirit 

of the Children of Israel. In these 

verses. Zephaniah declares that there 

is a new day. This the day that God will 

be a warrior who brings victory. This 

day brings God’s rejoicing and renewal 

of God’s people. Previously, the 

Israelites had undergone distress, 

anguish and bitter cries (Zephaniah 

1:14-15); now is the day of God 

singing. How great must this day  be if 

it causes God to bring forth a song? He 

promises to lovingly gather the 

mournful and remove their disgrace 

with His love



In Depth Continued

Full Restoration Zep. 3:19-20

 In these final verses, we are reminded that God’s restoration is 

complete. While the previous verses deal with the remnant’s 

spiritual, emotional and mental wellness these verse address their 

social location. They have been oppressed , cast away and robbed 

of their fortune. They did not get to experience whatever goodness 

came with their identity. Instead they were mocked and shamed for 

it. Due to their social location, they were treated as inferior. God 

promises to do more than remove their oppressors. God promises to 

bring the remnant together, give them a good name and to restore 

their fortunes. In this final vision there is no lack in the remnant. 

They are fully relationally because God loves them.They have an 

identity and they have a community of gathered people. They are 

full socially because those who were not able to help themselves 

are in God’s cares and they have full access to their fortunes



The People, Places, and Times

Zephaniah 1:1

 Identifies his father as 

a Cushite or Ethiopian, 

descended from king 

Hezikiah. Because he 

mentions the presence 

of pagan priests, the 

worship of Baal, and 

the practice of 

astrology in Judah.

Cushi/Ethiopia



People,Places,and Times contines

Cushites/Ethiopians



People, Places, and Times Continued….

King Hezikiah King Josiah



pagan priest

The etymology of the name 

“Satan” is directly connected to 

Leviathan. Sa-TAN and Levia-TAN 

both are derived from the word 

Taneem (sea creature) which is 

plural.  The singular of Taneem is 

TAN.  Sa-TAN and Levia-TAN are 

simply later versions of the Taneem

god Dagon later known as The 

Dragon. 

The Mitre Hat

The priests of Dagon were known by their 

“Mitre Hat” which resembled an open 

mouth of a fishAll “priests of Dagon” and 

the religion that surrounds them, even to 

this day, is identical to that born in 

Babylon.



Pagan Worship- practiced in Israel

Baal Astrology



What was an Asherah pole?

An Asherah pole was a sacred pole (or sometimes a tree) that was used in the worship 

of the pagan goddess Asherah. The Asherah pole was often mentioned in the Old 

Testament as one of the ways the Israelites sinned against the Lord and worshiped 

other gods.

The first mention of the Asherah pole is in Exodus 34:13 (NIV): "Break down their altars, 

smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles." The Israelites were 

commanded to destroy any Asherah pole they found among the other people in the 

land.

In Deuteronomy 16:21, the Lord commanded the people of Israel to not make Asherah

poles of their own. However, it did not take long for the Israelites to disobey this 

command. In Judges 3:7, we read, "And the people of Israel did what was evil in the 

sight of the LORD. They forgot the LORD their God and served the Baals and the 

Asheroth." Instead of obeying God's commands, they worshiped the gods of the people 

God sent them to drive out.



God later used Gideon as one of the judges who would stand against this practice of the 

Asherah pole. He cut down his father's Asherah pole as part of God's call for reform (Judges 

6:25-27). Many of the revivals in the books of Kings and Chronicles involved destroying and 

removing Asherah poles from among the people of God. In one case, King Josiah of Judah had 

an Asherah pole ground to powder and its dust spread over the graves of the dead (2 Kings 

23:6).

But who was Asherah? She was considered a goddess of fertility. Some believe that the 

worship of the Queen of Heaven condemned by the prophet Jeremiah was also a reference to 

the goddess Asherah, though this is uncertain. Certainly, as a fertility goddess, those who 

worshiped Asherah were also often involved in sexual practices prohibited by the God of 

Israel.

Asherah poles were also known in Scripture as the "high places." This is likely due to the 

connection of worship upon hilltops and mountains. Especially after the construction of the 

Jewish temple under King Solomon, those who would instead worship Asherah on a high place 

were considered blasphemous to the Lord, worshiping a different God in different ways and 

in different places than how He prescribed.

Asherah poles and Asherah worship were against the law God gave to Moses. Israel's use of 

these objects was sinful and in contradiction with His teachings to worship only the Lord 

(Exodus 20) and that He alone was God (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).



Asherah Poles-

Idol worship

Instead, they let fascination with the gods of the country’s 

history – the gods of fertility and crops, the gods of sexuality 

and weather – lure them into worship that infuriates the God 

of their history.





More Asherah Poles



The idol deity 

Baal



High PlacesSave that the high places 

were not removed: the 

people sacrificed and burnt 

incense still on the high 

places. 2 Kings 15:4



Zephaniah 3:14 Sing, O daughter of Zion, O 

Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem.

Who is being spoken to? :

 Daughter #1323 Hebrew 
word “Bath”  (The apple 
of the eye)of Zion #6726 
Hebrew word “tsiyon”( 
The mountain, Jerusalem)

 O Israel #3478 Hebrew 
word “yiurael” (Israelites)

 O daughter of Jerusalem

What is going on in this 

scripture?:

 Encouraged to be glad

 Rejoicing with all the 

heart



Zephaniah 3:15The Lord has taken away thy 

judgements, he hath cast out thine enemy, the king 

of Israel, even the Lord is in the midst of thee; thou 

shalt not see evil any more.
What is going on in this 

verse?

 The Lord has taken judgement 

away.

 The Lord has cast out thine enemy.

 The king of Israel is (Moloch)#4428 

Hebrew words (Melek,Hammelech, 

Malcham, Moloch)

 The Lord is in the midst #7130 

Hebrew word qereb ( The nearest, 

the Center, Among, inward, heart, 

before bowels, within)

 A promise that he would not allow 

us to see evil any more.



Zephaniah 3:16 In that day it shall be said to 

Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let 

not thine hands be slack.
There is a conversation 

continuing.

 “In that” signifies that deliverance is coming

 “It shall” signifies that it is a decree,

 “Be said” signifies that is a command

 Commanded not to fear

 A direct statement Zion, to not allow their hands #3027 yad

(consecrate, power)

 Slack #7503 Hebrew word raphah (feeble, fail, weaken, 

forsaken, faint, abated, cease)



Zephaniah 3:17 The Lord God in the midst of 

thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice 

over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he 

will joy over thee with singing. 
What is happening in this 

verse.

 The Lord God is among, inwards, 

within of you.

 He is mighty#1368 gibbor

 ( Powerful, tyrant, champion, chief 

excel, giant, valiant, strongest)

 He will save#3467 yasha (savior, 

deliver, help, preserved, salvation, 

avenge, defend, rescue, safe, 

victory)

 He will rejoice over you- #8057 

Hebrew word wimchan

(blithesomeness or glee, exceedingly, 

religious or festival, gladness, mirth)

 He will rest #2790 Hebrew word 

Charash(peace, hold tongue, 

conceal), in his love.

 He will joy #1523 Hebrew word gilgul

(delight) over you with singing #7440 

Hebrew word rinnah(cry, rejoicing, 

proclamation, triumph)



Zephaniah 3:18 I will gather them that are 

sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are 

of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a 

burden.
What is going on in this 

scripture?

 I will gather #622 Hebrew 
word Asaph (Together, 
Assemble, rereward) them 
that are sorrowful #3013 
Hebrew word yagah( to 
grieve, afflict, to cause)

 Solemn assembly#4150 
Hebrew word moed
(congregation, appointed, 
season, time, synagogues)

 Reproach -#2781 Hebrew 

word Cherpah (shame, 

rebuke)

 Burden-#4864 Hebrew 

word Maweth

(mess,collection, flame, 

sign, lifting up)



Zephaniah 3:19 Behold, at that time I will undo all that 

afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that 

was driven out ; and I will get them praise and fame in every 

land where they have been put to shame.
What is going on in this 

scripture?

 #6256 Hebrew word eth (time) 

season, when, always, eveningtide.

 The Lord will afflict #6031 Hebrew 

word (humble, force, excercised, 

sing, Leannoth, troubled, weakened)

 The Lord will save her that halteth

#6760 Hebrew word(tsala) to curve, 

to limp.

 Driven out#5080 Hebrew word 

outcasts, chased, compelled, go 

astray, expelled

 I will get them praise and fame#8034 Hebrew 

word Shem (name, renown, famous, infamous, 

report)

 Every land-#776 Hebrew word erets earth, 

country, ground, world, way,field,wilderness, 

common

 Shame- #1322 Hebrew word Bosheth ( the 

feeling, condition and cause, confusion)



Zephaniah 3:20 At that time, will I bring you again, 

even in the time that I gather you: for I will make 

you a name and a praise among all people of the 

earth, when I turn back your captivity before your 

eyes, saith the Lord.

What is going on in this scripture?

 Time=Season

 Bring #935 Hebrew (come in, enter, carry down, pass, out)

 Gathering

 The Lord is going to make a name.

 And a praise among all the people of the earth, turn back 
#7725 Hebrew return, restore, deliver, render, recompense, 
withdraw.

 This will happen before our eyes, says the Lord.


